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The chief ad se of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the 


and others connected with aviation. 


lying pedi in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
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FLYING IS DIFFERENT 







tA VIATION history, written and un- 
written, is filled with the 
“ "close shaves" experienced by 
Bey, those "early birds," avia- 
tion's heroes, who, through 
their yg oy knowledge 
or because of their zest for flying an 
the adventures it offered have contribut- 
ed so much to the aeronautical art. And 
if you do not want to take my word for 
it, just spend a little time around an 
operations office or hangar, military or 
commercial, when the ceiling's zero and 
the land-bound pilots are in a reminis- 
cent mood. When at set up the hot air 
"wind sock" and really start "hangar oar 
ing," there naturally arises in the li 
ener's mind this question: What would 
the status of aviation be pee if the 
Great Barber had decided to e those 
close shaves just a little too close and, 
before they had performed their good 
work, presented our aerial pioneers with 
a pair of celestial wings and set their 
homing devices on the beacon of the 
Great Beyond where engine failures and 
"crashes" are unknown? (Assuming that 
all GOOD aviators are properly rewarded). 
The escape of one of these men of des- 
tiny is etched deeply in my memory. I 
was flying at 7,000 feet, above a layer 
of clouds located at about 5,000 feet, 
as a member of a formation of twelve 
SE-5 single seaters. We were practicing 
three-ship attacks on an old DH-4 as a 
ed of advanced training at Kelly Field, 
exas. The system we were using was for 
three ships in V formation to attack at 
one time. The leader would bring his 
formation down in a terrific dive, gree 
below the target plane and then pull up 
into a stall underneath while his wi 
men attacked simultaneously from righ 
and left. The formation in which I was 
flying had just completed its attack and 
was climbing for altitude to the rear of 
the target ship when I noticed another 
formation star ipe its dive, The leader 
peeres underneath and the wing men came 
n from either side. Suddenly the two 
wing ay seemed to melt together, and 
grees of fabric torn loose by the fly- 
ng propellers started floati down to- 
ward the clouds. A collision in mid-air! 
The two planes hung momentarily in 
space and then still together a down 
into the clouds and out of sight. Neither 





By "Pursuiter." 


pilot had used his parachute. The entire 
formation broke up in the excitement and 
each man picked himself a hole in the 
clouds and dove through. As I came out 
under the clouds, there directly beneath 
me was the unmistakable gasoline fire of 
the crashed airplanes. With mingled hope 
and dread I searched the sky around us. 
Finally I spotted one parachute floating 
lazily down, and then,after what seemed 
like an interminable wait, I saw another, 

Dangling from one of those chutes was 
Charles Augustus Lindbergh. Three more 
times in the next two years he was saved 
by his parachute in order that he might 
fulfill his destiny. 

es the subject from a slight. 
different angle, let us assume that the 
Wright Brothers never felt that irresist- 
able urge to abandon their biggenes and 
take to the air. Was it the finger of 
Destiny that prodded them on? Would ano- 
ther name be engraved on the monument at 
Kitty Hawk? Would there have been a 
first flight? re ts but not until 
years later, and aviation would have been 
retarded just that h, And supposing 
Leonardo Da Vinci's flying machine had 
really flown instead of crashing with 
his mechanic, Astro da Peretola, When 
one considers the progress that the air- 
Plane has made in the brief span of 33 
years since Kitty Hawk, one wonders what 
might have been accomplished in the five 
centuries since Leonardo. 

Innumerable questions are brought to 
mind by the thought. For example: What 
could the British have done to the Ameri- 
can colonists with a couple of good 
Attack groups? Would Napoleon have lost 
the battle of Waterloo if he had had a 
few Observation planes? . Would Lee have 
been eueoeeeee at en oem | if he had 
been similarly om ed? ould the 
Kaiser have had the temerity to enpere 
the world if the nations had had the be- 
nefit ef 500 years! development of their 
air forces? With Bombardment airplanes 
of unbelievable ranges ong Someaareaeas 
cegecs ty, which, ju aug om present de- 
velopments, would have been created hund- 
reds of years ago, the oceans would hav 
been made untenable for battleships, ana 
navies would have long ago been thrown 
into the discard. 

But let us return to our men of destiny. 
Volumes could be written of their narrow 
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escapes from accidents and disease, or 
how. some incident which seemed inconse- 
quential at the time directed their foot- 
steps upon the path of glory. Aviation 
ig not alone in this. Supposing F.D.R. 
Kad not won his fight with infantile pa- 
ralysis! 

Enough for the men who did escape. 
They have taken their panes in the firma 
ment. What of those who did not escape? 
Certainly among them there were many 
whose kinetic ability along aeronautical 
lines would have had a tremendous effect 
upon the development of aviation had they 
not been "bumped off," "washed out" or 
otherwise pushed aside by the hand of 


fate. Those are the heroes who should 
be brought to the attention of the world. 
And it is in an effort to do just that 


that these lines are written. 

There is, for instance, the man who 
many believe contributed more than any 
other individual to the advancement of 
flying; one Otto Fliegenschnell. Born 
in the early nineties, of German-American 
Parentage, in a little town located on 
the cliffs overlooking the Hudson River, 
little Otto, during his early youth, 
gave no indication of developing into a 
este ; 

But the time he had graduated from 
high school two traits had shown them- 
selves which were most irritating to his 
stolid German father, who made a comfort- 
able living running a meat market. One 
of these was an unbridled passion for 
mathematics, which his father could not 
in any way apply to the production of 
bigger and better winerwursts; the other, 
and the most cbjectionable, was his 
habit of spending all his spare time, 
when he might have been helping in the 
méat market, lying on his back in some 
cpen meadow watching the se ls circle 
sazily over the river, or climbing: the 
precipitous cliffs in search of falcons 
which he captured in order that he might 
make a Close-up study of the structure 
of their wings. Ai 

He followed the of. von of the Wright 
Brothers avidly, and it was not surpris- 
ing that when the World War started he 
learned to fly himself and madé an envi- 
able record overseas with the Lafayette 
Escadrille. After the war he continued 
his flying as a free lance test pilot. 
In 1934, while testing a sleek low-wing 
monoplane, he climbed to 20,000-Yeet and 
headed straight for earth in a terminal 
velocity dive. When the airspeed indica- 
tor showed well over 600 miles per hour, 
he started to ease back on the stick to 
pull the plane out of the dive but: found 
that the controls had no effect. He- 
"bailed out" with great difficulty, while 
the plane continuec onto’ its destruc- 

' tion. Later a model of the-plane was 
tested in a high speed wind tunnel, and 
it was found that the wings of the con- 
ventional design complete lost their 
lift when they reached the speed of ~- 


one charging of a ridiculousl 





sound (750 miles per hour), and this is 
where our hero stepped into the breech by 
designing a type of wing which would re- 
tain its lift at any speed. Because of 
its design, wing resistance became prac- 
tically negligible. Speed was miltiplied 
many times until, with the engines avail- 
able, a thousand miles per hour was com- 
mon. Commercial schedules, military tac- 
tics, trans-oceanic flying, all were re- 
volutionized. San Francisco was but a 
little over two hours from New York. The 
Oceans no longer acted as a bulwark in 
our national defense. Overnight the 
world shrank, in effect, to one-fifth of 
its actual circumference. The Fliegen- 
schnell airfoil became a byword among 

the aeronautical engineers of the world. 

But I am getting slightly ahead of my 
story for, unfortunately, one day when. 
young Otto was climbing one of his native 
cliffs to snatch a young falcon from its’ 
parental nest he leaned just a little too 
far. dis foot slipped and he fell the 
two hundred feet to the rocks below, 
landing with a thud which flattened him 
out beyond all recognition. So, from 
that day until this none of what I have 
related has ever happened. 

Then there is the case of Jacques De 
L'air, whose gasOline-driven turbine, be- 
cause of its terrifically high speed and 
lack of friction, due to moving parts, 
developed amazingly high horsepower per 
unit weight of power plant, and complete- 
ly revolutionized the design of aircraft 
and automobiles except that one day when 
his mother was lifting little Jacques 
from his crib she dropped him head fore~ 
most on the floor and he grew up to be a 
jibbering idiot. 

Last, t not least, we have that Swiss 
engineer (the name escapes me at the mo- 
ment) who invented.the hermetically: seal- 
ed internal combustion engine, fuel. tank 
and fuel reclamation plant, so that with 
small] | 
fuel tank. the happy cycle would continue 
epee at sete: Two days before the idea 
flashed to his mind he went fora climb 
on his favorite Alp and an avalanche: 
buried him very deep. ye 

So, as Parke Cummings might say, when 
you future chroniclers of. aviation histo- 
ry are preparing your colums and feel 
tempted to record that aviation would be 
different IF -- you must also inscribe -- 
Aviation is-different BECAUSE ---. 

---000--- 


_ One of the new Y1B-17 Boeing Bombers, 
in a night flight frem Langley Field, '\ 
to Kelly Field, Texas, negotiated’ the 
distance in nine hours, taking off at 
9:00 p.m., May 27th,and Fiedler destina- 
tion at 6:00 a,m, the next day. The pur- 
pose of the flight was training in celes- 
tial navigation, as part of the work of 
the navigation: school at Langley Field. 
The: plane was piloted by Major C.V.Haynes, 
who was accompanied by three officers and 
five noncommissioned officers, — 
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THE BRITISH SYSTEM OF PILOT TRAINING 


Air Commodore R, Leckie, who is the 
Director of Training in the British Air 
Ministry of the British Royal Air Force, 
5 eo the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, on May 2let. He was 
extremely interested in knowing that the 
United States has the same problems as 
they have in England. He stated that it 
gave him a comfortable feeling to know 
that the British are getting the same 
results as the Americans. 

Colonel Lohman, Air Corps, Assistant 
Commandant of the Advanced Flying School, 
escorted the British visitor around the 
post and entertained him for lunch. 

Air Commodsre Leckie said that the 
British system ef pilot training was 
similar to ours, Up to recently the du- 
ration of the course was one year, but 
due to the expansion of the Royal Air 
Force and the need for pilots, it was 
found necessary to shorten the course to 
37 weeks, with a total of 150 hours' 
pilot time. 

The British system of training consists 
of the same three phases as ours, i.e., 
primary, intermediate (or basic), and 
advanced. All their Peswesy. Sreteaie: 
however, is done by thirteen civilian 
flying schools which are under contract 
with the Air Ministry. The students re- 
main on civilian status, but they draw 
pay until they complete their primary 
pilot training. At this time they are 
taken into tke Royal Air Force and given 
short service commissions as "flying of- 
ficers," for a period of five years. 
They are sent to one of the ten Royal 
Air Force pilots' schools where they 
complete their basic and advanced pilot 
training. These phases include pilot 
training on modern single-engine and bi- 
engine training airplanes. 
tical airplanes are no longer being worn 
out by using them for training students. 
The students also receive training in 
gunnery and bombing, but little or no 
cress-country flying. These are purel 
pilots' schools, there being additiona 
schools for those officers who are to 
specialize in Observation or flying in- 
struction. 

Upon fet ad ope of the course at the 
pilsts' schools, students are sent to 
duty with tactical organizations, and at 
the end of five vears' service they are 
returned tc civil life as Reserve offi- 
cers, A large number of them receive 
positions as flying instructors in the 
civilian shea schools which teach _ 
mary flying. few of the most profi- 
Cient pilots among them are selected to 
remain in the Royal Air Force and may 
Secure an additional tour of five years! 
service, and eventually a permanent com- 
mission, However, the majority of of- 
ficers having permanent commissions come 
from the Royal Air Force School at 
Cranwell, is school compares with the 


British Army School at Sandhurst, which 
is similar to West Point. The course at 
Cranwell lasts two years. Students re~ 
ceive approximately 300 hours' pilot 
training, as well as a thorough training 
in ground subjects, before they receive 
their commissions. 

Air Commodore Leckie is responsible for 
the training of enlisted mechanics, also. 
Their system of securing mechanics is to 
enlist young men and boys (minimum age 16 
years) for a 12-year period. Not having 
as good an education as the enlisted men 
in the U.S, Army Air Corps, they spend 
the first three years as og Fi ripe 
During this time they work half a day in 
shops and the other half in school. The 
studies covered are comparable to our 
technical high schools. They then go to 
tactical organizations for full duty as 
mechanics. Upon the commletinn of this 
enlistment, they may reenlist for another 
nine years, at the end of which time they 
become eligible for retirement. ‘The 
British visitor stated that at the pres- 
| ent time there is one school in operation 
which is training 4300 apprentices, and 
that another school of the same capacity 
is being built. 

Aic Commodore Leckie a ,preciated the 
courtesies shown him on his visit and 
| Stated that his stay had been very enjoy- 
| able, 





---000-~-~ 
| FLIGHT TEST OF NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT 


| The Douglas 0-33 airplane,assigned to 
| the Equipment Branch of the Air Corps Ma- 
| teriel Division, departed from Wright 

| Field on May 25th with a crew ef six for 


|New Orleans, La., with an ultimate desti- 


Obsolete tac-| nation of Brownsville, Teyas, for the 


purpose of testing navigation equipment, 

|The take-off from New Orleans to Browns- 

ville was made at 1:25 a.m., May 26th, 

| and the over-water flight was made during 
| hours of darkness. The return flight to 

| New Orleans was accomplished the same 

|; day, the take-off from Brownsville being 

|at 7:20 a.m. 

Celestial navigation was used throughout 
the flight, with the aid of both the ex- 
perimental gyro-stabilized drift meter, 
and Sper imen ses drift signals were made 
On both over-water flights, these two 
instruments performing satisfactorily. 

The Type A-4 computer was ee ag ha in the 

reduction of observations and, on occa- 

a Hydrographic Office Publication 
oO, > 

All navigation equipment functioned in 2 
satisfactory: manner. The airplane return 
ed to Wright Field on Mo” 27th, 

A report is being prepared, describing 
the results obtained with the various 
items of equipment. 
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STUDENT NAVIGATION FLIGHT 






a N Monday, May 17th, the students 
*| of the Advanced Flying Schocl at 
y Kelly Field, Texas, took off on 
=~” // their Maintenance Navigation 
“ey Flight. The itinerary called 
for stops at the University of 
Oklahoma, at Norman, Okla.; the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College at Still- 
water, Okla.; the Oklahoma Military Aca- 
demy at Claremore; the gy ol ated | of 
Kansas, at Lawrence; the University of 
Misscuri, at Columbia, and the Univer- 
“7 of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 

The first day's fli 
tion Section, under the command of Capt. 
O.F,. Weyland, going to Fort Sill dirsct, 
and thence to a rendezvous at Norman, 
Okla., at 3:00 p.m. This flight consist 
ed of 26 Observation airplanes, type 
0-25, 0-19 and BT-2. Sixteen of these, 
in charge of lst Lieut. Edgar R. Todd, 
landed on the Oklahoma University Polo 
Field, and remained there overnight. The 
remainder landed at Oklahoma City dsir- 
port for: the night. 

Nine Bombardment airplanes made the 
same itinerary as the Observation Sec- 
tion, and landed at Oklahoma City. 

The Pursuit Section of 20 P-12's and 
4 BT-8's, under the command of Major 
John V, Hart, and the Attack Section, 


with 11 A-l2's and one BT-8, under Capt. 


Glenn C. Jamison, flew to the rendezvous 
at Oklahoma University by way of Hensley 


| Springs and Barksdale Field; the Bombers 
; Via Muskogee and Dallas; and the Observa- 
| tion, via Little Rock, Ar:., made a 
‘night flight from Dallas to Kelly Field. 
|The last plane was in at 10:55. p.m. 
| The entire flight was unmarred by any 
| serious airplane troubles, and the stu- 
| dents gave excellent demonstrations of 
| the perfection which they have roached 
'on this, the eve of graduation from the 
| Air ear ts Training Center. 

The flight was most ably commanded by 
| Major Robert D. Knapp, who not only made 


t saw the Observa-| the original survey and flight plan but 


consummated a most successful trip with 
a total of 74 airplanes. ; 

Whereas the dual purpose of the flight 
-|was that of navigation and maintenance, 
| the students of all the universities 
‘were told of the facilities -ffered at 
the Air Corps Training Center to further 
their oducation, ‘ 

aawQO0o—. 


A GRACIOUS ACT 


Private John B, Smith, Air Corps, reci- 
|pient of the Cheney Award for 1931, is a 
firm believer in reciprosity. Recently 
he became the proud father of a son, whom 
he named John Cheney Smith. 

Tae Cheney Award was presented to Pri- 
ivate Smith in recognition of his heroisn, 
loyalty and devotion toward an officer of 
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Field at Dallas, Texas. They all landed 
at Oklahoma City, where the students 
were immediately taken to the University 
by trucks. 

While in the vicinity of Oklahom- City, 
Lieut. Egurrola, of the Mexican Navy,hed 
a forced landing due to motor trouble. A 
successful landing was accomplished with | 
minor damage to landing gear. The stu- 
dents were entertained and quartered by 
the Fraternities at the University. 

On Tuesday, all flights rendezvoused 
at Oklahoma A. & M, College at Still- 
water.. The Pursuit Section gassed up, 
had lunch, and flew to the University of 
Missouri at Columbia. The Attack Sec- 
tion flew to Lawrence, Kansas, to visit 
the University of Kansas. | 

On Wednesday, these two Sections ren- 
dezvoused at Claremore, Okla., and had 
lunch at the Oklahoma Military Academy. 
Then all Sections rendezvoused at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, at 4:00 p.m, All 
Planes landed individually on narrow run- 
ways, with no difficulties. The planes 
were maintenanced and staked down for 
the night, and the students were again 
quartered at fraternities. 

On Thursday, all’Sections returned to 
Kelly Field, with students making indi- 
vidual navigation flights, departing at 
10-minute intervals. 

The Attack returned via Muskogee and 
Barksdale Field; the Pursuit via Hot 








when 


his service. areuped in the burning 
wreckage of a crashed airplane, the help- 
less pilct, Lieut. C.W. Causey, was re- 
leased therefrom only through the valiant 
efforts of Private Smith, who slid head- 
first intc the blazing cockpit and un- 
fastened the pilot's shoe which was 
tightly wedged in the rudder bar. 

Advice of the naming, of young John 
Cheney Smith was received from Mrs, Ruth 
Cheney Streeter, sister of the late 


iLieut. William H. Cheney, of the U.S. 


Air Service, who was killed in an air 
collision ait FOegse Italy, on January 
20, 1918. Mrs. Streeter and her mother, 
Mrs. Mary C. L. Schofield, donated the 
Cheney Award in memory of the deceased 
of the American war-time pilot. 

Private Smith, elated over receiving 
the Cheney Award, is fond of alluding to 
himself as "Hero Smith." 

Mrs. Streeter's comment on Private 
Smith's gracious act is that he saw his 
duty and did it, and that it was really 
rather sweet of “e. 

wee DUO awe 


Colonel John B, Brooks, Air Corps, a 
member of the War Department General 
Staff, recently visited Randolph Field 
for a few days. He is scheduled to be- 
come the Commandant of the Primary Flying 
Schccl in the near future, replacing Col. 
Henry W, Harms, who is leaving to attend 
the Army War College. 

V=7369, A.C. 


> 





THE GHQ AIR FORCE MANEUVERS ON THE WEST COAST 


B UPPLEMENTING the ar- 
ticle in the previous 
issue of the News Let- 
ter on the Maneuvers 


the West Coast is the 
following, submitted 
by the Hamilton Field 
Correspondent: 

The GHQ Air Force concentra- 
tion and exercises were held in Califor- 
nia during May, 1937, Major Generai 
Frank M, Andrews flew his Douglas Trans- 





port to California and directed the exer- 
Only the lst and end Wings parti- 


cises. 
cipated directly in these maneuvers. The 
63rd Coast Artillery (AA) from Fort 
MacArthur, Calif., commanded by Lieut. 
Colonel Claude M. Thiele, was attached 


to the lst Wing for the period of the ex- 


ercise. 

The cperations during the one-month: 
ricd, lasting from May lst until May 
1937, were designed mainly for the test- 
ing of the Air Corps tactics with fuil 
strength units and the organization and 
meee ef the various groups and air 

ases, ; 

An area stretching from March Field to 
Hamilton Field, about 100 miles inland 
from the sea and £00 miles up the coast, 
was directly involved in these exercises 
with a number cf California towns being 
used as advance airdromes, These flying 
fields were at Bakersfield, Delano, 
Merced, Fresno, Stockton, Visalia and 
Muroc Dry Leke. The latter point, the 
official bombing and gunnery ae of 
She lst Wing stationed permanently at 

arch Field, was chosen for actual com- 
bat and battle operations, due to its 
ideal location in the midst of the 
Mojave Desert, which permitted the use 
of gas and bombs without endcangeri 
civilians, In all, the number of offi- 
cers, men and planes participating cur- 
ing the May maneuvers were figured at 
425 officers, 3400 men and about 350 
planes. Among the officers are included 
about 70 Flying Cadets. 

The force was divided into two Wings 
(lst and 2nd). The 2nd Wing, under the 
command of Brigadier General Cerald C, 
ees was chosen as the attacking force 

enemy), with its base of operations at 
Hamilton Field and with units dispersed 
throughout the San Joaquin Valley. ‘The 
lst Wing, commanded by Brigadier General 
Delos C, Emmons, was the defending force. 
Headquarters of the lst Wing was at 
March Field, and the tactical units 
which were composed of the lst Pursuit 
Group were stationed at Muroc Bombing 
and Gunnery Range. 

The Concentration 

Since none of the GHQ units stationed 
throughout the nation were operating at 
full strength - some groups consisting 





of the GHQ Air Force on! 


a 


of but one flight, others of two - it 
was necessary to "borrow" aircraft and 
personnel from all such units not in ac- 
‘tual operation during the May Maneuvers, 
thereby rendering them prectically inop~ 
erative during the period of the exer- 
cises. In other words, being only | 
slightly over one-third of its authorize. 
ed strength, the GHQ units were forced 
to use all planes and personnel to form 
two full strength wings. Units from 
Mitchel, Langley, Selfridge, Barksdale 
and western air bases participated with 
troops, materiel and opnenes bei 
moved within six days from all points 
to the San Joaquin Valley and Muroc Dry 
Lake scenes of activity. Troops were 
transported by trains, bus, motor con- 
voys and airplanes, ‘The latter phase 
found its first trial of that sort with 
12 Dovglas, two Lockheed and a number 
of older type trensport planes involved, 
March Field, as the GHQ temporary head- 
quarters, and Hamilton Field, were call- 
ed upon to furnish supplies, equipment 
for men, general ukensils and material, 
ammunition, repair facilities, tents 
and camping outfits, communication, me- 
teorological service and hospitalization. 

Several flights with sick were made, 
transportation for these men being fur- 
nished by ordinary aircraft or hospital 
transports in case cf emergency. ‘The 
airplane shuttle service for men to and 
from the West Coast before and after the 
concentration lasted for 16 days with 
some of the transport crews spending 
above 100 hours in the air during that 
short a time. A regular freight and 
mail service during. the maneuvers was 
installed from March Field to "all points 
north" on daily scheduie, planes and 
pilots being furnished by March Field. 

Maneuver Qperatine Period 

The two cpposing fortes during the op- 

were period were stationed as follows: 
ist Wing (defend: forge): 

lst Wing Headquarters: larch Fie d. 
lst Pursuit Group: Muroc Dry Lake. 
63rd Coast Artillery: Muroc Dry Lake. 
March Fieid Air Base. 


end Wing (attacking force): 

end Wing Headquarters: Hani Tton Field. 

7th Bombardment Group Hg. with one tac- 
tical Scuadron each: isso. Merced 
and Stockton, 

ord Attack Group Hq.: Bakersfield, and 
with cne tacticat squadron each at 
Delano and Visalia. 

88th Reconnaissance Squadron: Hamilton 
Field, 

Hamilton Field Air Base. 


Attached to the defending force was the . 
63rd Coast Artiller with four long-range 
AA guns, six .50 cai. AA machine guns, 
sound and searchlight units. 

Tactical employment of aircraft weap- 
ons was left to the individual Wing Com- 
manders, Heavy Bombers spent a minimum 
- V-7369, A.C. 

















of 6 hours in the air daily, Pursuit and 
Attack craft not less than 4 hours. In 
most cases this time limit was greatly 
exceeded, 

Targets were located at Murcec Dry Lake 


and Salt Lake, simulating aircraft facto- 


ries, docks, warehouses and oil reser- 
voirs. Muroc itself feigned to be the 
city of Los Angeles, Anti-aircraft units 
covered an area of several miles around 


De-Concentration 
"Halt" to all war activities was call- 
(ed midnight, May 21st. Until midnight, 
‘however, everyone was still on the alert 
|and raids by enemy aircraft came as late 
las 10 minutes before the enforcement of 
ithe "armistice" order. 
May Zend was classified as "mainten- 
|ance" day, with equipment being made _ 
|ready for evacuation, The first flight) 





| 


the main camp at Muroc, and war-time cam-|of 28 Boeing Pursuit ships from Barks- 


ouflage was successfully employed by all 
units. 


Beginning May 10th, the 24-hourperiods | 


were divided into two intervals, each 
lasting from four to six hours. 
bat operations took place during these 
hours. Lack of personnel and equipment 
prevented alerting crews for 24-hour pe- 
riods. In accordance with p 

fending force was not permitted to fol- 
low the invaders and counter-attack, dut 
were allowed to engage the enemy as soon 
as he entered the defended area. 

Another important phase in the exer- 
cise was the civilian intellizence net 
provided by the Southern California 
Hdison Company and employed successfully 
by the Muroc anti-aircraft units. Having 
secured full cooperation on the part of 
the company's employees, reports on eneny 
movements were phoned in sometimes with- 
in 3- seconds after a flight had passed 
the hidden observers' outpost, and coun- 
ter measures could be taken in time. The 


response on the part of the civilians en- 


ployed was whole-heartedly, and gave 
proof of how much such information could 
be depended on in case of war. 

Besides the actual testing of fighting 
equipment, GHQ authorities tested a new 
invention, the throat microphone, an in- 
strument which enables a nett to "talk" 
to other ships in spite of the oxygen 
copeeent carried on high altitude 
flights. Such practice was given by a 
long range bombing mission at the Salt 
Lake targets at an altitude of 21,000 
feet. Tests were considered completely 
satisfactory. 

All combat operations included day and 
night coving. During night operations, 
parachute flares were used to licht up 
objects to be bombed. Smoke screens 
were used on several occasions, largely 
depending on weather conditions. The 


following subjects were taken into consi- 


deration and tested during the maneuvers: 
Tactical employment of Bombardment, co- 
ordination of Attack and Bombing Avia- 
tion, coordination between Pursuit and 
anti-aircraft action, bombing efficiency, 
aerial gunnery i 
terception, emplo 
icals by Attack Aviation, interception 
of invading aircraft by anti-aircraft 
units, effects of gas Cceale),, effect 
of gas with adequate protection (gas 


camera guns), Pursuit in- 
yment of smoke and chem- 


| dale Field left Muroc Sunday morning, 
|May 2érd. 

The shuttle service between the East 
/and West Coasts once more came into op- 


All com-| eration, and individual units returned 


| to their home bases. The whole GHQ Air 
|'Force, that is, all units which were in- 
|'volved in the maneuvers, were expected 


lans, the de-! to be back at their own stations by mid- 


night, May 3lst. Considering the effi- 
‘ciency with which the whole exercise was 
|handled, special mention ought to be 
given to March and Hamilton Fields as 
the "bases" of operations. 

Both of these Air Bases fully came up 
to demands, in spite of the fact that 
all maintenance, service and supply sec- 
tions were taxed to the limit. So, for 
instance, the supply service established 
by March Field during the GHQ maneuvers 
(and prior durin;; the lst Wing exercis- 
es) involved ten airplanes and twelve 
trucks. The planes carried a total 
weicht of 110,606 lbs. and flew 17,171 
|miles, carrying over 130 men as person- 
jnel. The trucks transported a total 
weight of 177,650 lbs., traveled 10,094 
imiles, with a personnel of l2l. In all, 
| transport planes made 87 flights; and 
'trucks, 58 trips. These figuregare up 
'to and including May 22, 1937. The ar- 
irangements, which were in the hands of 
i'Major ¥,F, Christine, Air Corps, were 
suca that an officer and some enlisted 
personnel were stationed at the various 
rare pe bases under direct control of 
the Aix Base Commander, Colonel John H, 
Pirie, of March Field, for the purp:se 
of handling all supplies at railheads, 
procurement and cistribution. Requests 
for needed supplies were made by radio, 
and transportation was kept at all times 
available. In some cases special con- 
tainers for transportation was used to 
prevent spoilin;. In the case of ex- 
tended exercises, ground efficiency was 
as important as air efficiency, for 
without material and mechanics to handle 
ships and necessary supplies no war can 
be fought successfully. 


Purpose and critique. 
Newspapers have broug e "defense 


angle" so much into play in connection 
with the GHQ Maneuvers that this impres- 





‘thsion has apparently carried all votes. 


According to General Andrews, these ex- 
ercises were designed mainly as an effi- 





masks), gas alarm, airdrome defense, in- onenee Saee for the GHQ #ir Force, test 
: ? of mobilization facilities of Hamilton 
telligence by ground and air. (Continued on Page 16) 
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CHANGES IN AIR CORPS ORGANIZATIONS 


Under orders of the War Department, ef- 
fective June 1, 1937, a number of changes 
were effected in Air Corps organizations, 
which involved the demobilization of some 
units, the creation of new units, and the 
transfer of personnel to other stations, 

The 2lst Photo Section, which had been 
stationed at Scott Field, Belleville, 
Ill., was rendered inactive and allotted 
to the 6th Corps Area, 

The 9th Airship Squadron, Scott Field, 
was redesignated as the lst Observation 
Squadron and transferred to Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, with personnel 
as follows: 2 Master Sergeants, 2 Tech- 
nical Sergeants, 7 Staff Sergeants, 7 
Sergeants, 7 Corporals, 22 Privates let 
Class, and 23 Privates, total 70. The 
allotment of grades to the lst Observa- 
tion Squadron, as of June l, 1937, is as 
follows: 2 Master Sergeants, 1 First Ser- 
geant, 3 Technical Sergeants, 11 Staff 
Sergeants, 10 Sergeants, 10 Corporals, 

36 Privates lst Class, and 60 Privates, 
total 130. 

Flight A, 16th Observation Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., without personnel or 
equipment, was transferred to Pope Field, 
Fort Bragg, N.C. 

The Headquarters, 16th Observation 
4 Sa dover which has been inactive in the 
8th Corps Area, was rendered active,with 
station at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

The 12th Observation Squadron, Brooks 
Field, Texas, less Flight C, with person- 
nel, including 3 Regular Officers, one 
Master Sergeant, one First Sergeant, two 
Technical Sergeants, eight Staff Ser- 
geants, four Sergeants, four a ag 
twenty Privates lst Class and thirty 
Privates, total 70, was transferred to 
Fort Knox, Ky. Effective June 1, 1937, 
the strength of the l2th Observation 
tg beg: less Flight C, is increased by 
20 Privates, or a total personnel of 95. 
_ Flight C, 12th Observation Squadron, 
is transferred from Brooks Field to Post 
Field, Fort Sill, Okla., without person- 
nel or equipment. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, 
12th Observation Group, is rendered inac- 
tive, with allotment to the 8th Corps 
Area, transferring personnel, grades and 
ratings to Moffett Field, Calif., for as- 
signment to the 82nd Observation Squad- 
ron, which is to be constituted at that 
station, The personnel transferred com- 
prise 4 Regular Army officers, 1 Master 
Sergeant, 2 Technical Sergeants, 7 Staff 
Sergeants, 10 Sergeants, 12 Corporals, 
£6 Privates lst Class, 17 Privates, 
total 75. 

The lst Photo Section, Brooks Field, 
Texas, redesignated as the 3rd Observa- 
tion Squadron, and transferred to le 
Field, Va., with one officer, 3 Technica 
Sergeants, 8 Staff Sergeants, 1 Corporal, 


! 
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| 11 Privates, lst Class, and 27 Privates. 


Transferred from Scott Field, Ili., to 
Langley Field, for assignment to the 
Srd Observation Squadron: 1 Master Ser- 
geant, 7 Sergeants, 6 Corporals, 11 Pri- 
youn, lst Class, and 5 Privates, total 

Flight E, 16th Observation Pee 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, is demobilized,all 
personnel, equipment and records to be 
incorporated in Flight C, i2th Observa- 
tion Squadron, transferred to that sta- 
tion from Brooks Field, Texas. 

The 19th Airship Squadron, Moffett 
Field, Calif., is redesignated and con- 
solidated with the Srd Balloon Squadron, 
heretofore inactive in the 8th Corps 
Area, as an active unit, with station at 
Fort Lewis, Wash., enlisted strength as 
follows: 1 Master Sergeant, 1 First Ser- 
geant, 1 Technical Sergeant, 9 Staff 
Sergeants, 10 Sergeants, 10 eer peress: 

33 Privates, lst Class, and 65 Privates, 
total 130. 

Enlisted strength of 91st Observation 
Squadron, Fort Lewis, Wash.: 2 Master 
Sergeants, 3 Technical Sergeants, ll 
Staff Sergeants, 10 Sergeants, 10 Corpo- 
rals, 33 Privates lst Class, 66 Privates, 
total 134, ; 

The 15th Photo Section, Fort Lewis, 
Wash., is rendered inactive, with aliot-~- 
ment to the 9th Corps Area. 

The 82nd Observation Squadron consti- 
tuted as an active unit at Moffett Field, 
Calif., with an enlisted strength of 130, 
comprising 2 Master Sergeants, 3 Technic- 
al Sergeants, 11 Staff Sergeants, 10 Ser- 
geants, 10 Corporals, 33 Privates, lst 
Class, and 61 Privates, i: °°" 

Enlisted strength of Base Headquarters 
and 9th Air Base Squadron, Moffett Field, 
Calif,, 155, comprising 3 Master Ser- 
geants, 1 First Sergeant, 2 Technical 
Sergeants, 12 Staff Bergeente. 11 Ser- 
€eants, le Corporals, Privates, lst 
Class, and 76 Privates. 

Transferred from Scott Field, I1ll., to 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., enlisted personnel 

follows: 2 Corporals, 4 Privates, 1st 
lass, 3 Privates, and 1 Sergeant, total 


Flight D, 16th Observation Bquadsene 
Fort Riley, Kansas, demobilized, all 
personnel, equipment and records incorpo= 
rated in ist Observation Squadron (organ- 
dazed from the 9th Airship Squadron, Scott 

eld, and transferred to Marshall Ficld, 
Fort Riley, Kansas. 


emOOanee 


Effective June 1, 1937, Technical Ser-~ 
geants Brainard D, Booth (Randolph Field) 
and Neal Bray (March Field) were appoint, 
ed to the grade of Master Sergeant, while 
Staff Sergeants Frank J, Birk and Johr 
C. Dodd, of March Field, Calif., and ) 
Louis T. Silva, of Hamilton Field, Calif 
were + ghana to the grade of Technical 
Sergeant. 


V-7369 , A. C. 











THE CHANUTE FIELD 


6 d y; A» GLEE CLUB 
s “an 2 Os In mid-summer of 1936, 







¢ | §” vi~ there began a movement 

\@ among the enlisted men 
ar wan” / of Chanute Field to or- 
a fee ganize a men's glee club. 

3 j je Step by step the organi- 
‘ gation developed into a 
capable singing group 
’ li and is now composed of 
over fifty voices. Its director is 
Chaplain Wallace I. Wolvervon. ‘The men 
chose as a name, "The Winz Chorus." A 
Male quartet selected from the organi za- 
tion has the name, "The Ailerons. The 
organization insignia is a winged six- 
teenth note drawn in such fashion as to 
suggest a Pursuit ship in flight. 

ae Wing Chorus is one of the most ac- 





SE ES 
2. Sac hand 


tive organizations of an extra curricular | 


nature at the Air Corps Technical School. 
It has sponsored and taken a prominent 
part in three entertainments at Chanute 
Field during the past year. The most 
recent was a first annual spring concert 
given in Rantoul. This performance «as 
the first in a spring series which took 
the men to Decatur and Bloomington, I11l. 
The Chorus has given fifteen performances 
in central Illinois during the past year. 
Return engagements and other invitations 
promise a very full program for the com- 
ing year. 

The organization is more than just a 
men's glee club, In its membershinv are 
to be found a tap dancer, a soft enoe 
dance”, two pianists, comedians and a 
master of ceremonies, The program is, 
creda ds enlivened by specialty num- 

ers, 
would compare favorably with that of the 
average college glee club. Everywhere 


the organization has been enthusiestical- 


ly received, There is something unique 
in hearing a smart-looking group of sol- 


diers sing a fast-moving program of men's 


music. The public is both surprised and 
delighted. 


Most people have no such notion of sol- 


diers. But why should not the soldier 
get a thrill out of singing, and singing 
well, good rousing music? 

' Every Air Corps man who is sent to 
Chanute Field for school should, if he 
has some singing ability, join the Wing 
Chorus. His stay at this station will b 
made most pleasant if he becomes a men- 
ber of the organization. In addition to 
the pleasure of going on trips and being 
entertained royally by civilian groups, 


The music revertoire of the Chorus 


} 


} 

} 

|city, when the chorus was having some re- 
|freshments before taking the trip home, 

| they broke out into song. ‘They were not 
| thrown out, ‘The patronage called for 
|more and the management called for 

| encores. 

| ---000--- 


| 
"CHINESE ARE "UP TO SNUFF." 


Touching on the participation of the 
| 35th Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, Va., 
|in the maneuvers of the GHQ Air Force on 
the West Coast, the Correspondent of that 
outfit reports that the week end side 
trips to Los Angeles and San Francisco 
offered a welcome diversion from the mono- 
| tony of c life. One of the 35th 
ilots, while in Frisco's Chinatown, 
‘bought a Chinese newspaper as a souvenir. 
Upon opening the pe ae he discovered to 
his amazement a_picture of the Squadron's 
own planes, including himself and two 
\other pilots. Clever people, these 
| Chinese. 0 
~—=—OU0--~— 


AIRMEN DO NOT TAKE KINDLY TO HORSES 


Two members of the 36th Pursuit Squad- 
‘ron, returning to Langley Field from par- 
‘ticipation in the maneuvers of the GHQ 
‘Air #orce on the West Coast, were forced 
‘down by inclement weather near Mitchell 
\Station, Alabama. The News Letter Cor- 
|\respondent states that Lieut. Glenn 
| Thompson and Sergeant Baker rounded out 
|their Army knowledge by taking full ad- 
‘vantage of an opportunity to "service 
test" the basic means of transportation of 
the Cavalry. Comandeering two horses, 
| they rode five miles to the nearest tele~ 
greph station, This trip was prolonged 
due to a rough motor and excessive head 
temperature on Sergeant Baker's fiery 
steed. The Sergeant asserts that hence- 
forth he will have nothing to do with 
foul plugs. Lieut. Thompson gives it as 
his fixed.apinion that helmets, goggles 
and flying boots are even more necessary 
on horseback than nr in the air. 

mee D0 -—— 


AIR RESERVE PILOTS "GO COMMERCIAL." 


Four Air Reserve thao. on extended 
active duty at Langley Field, Va., recent 
ly terminated their active connection 
with the Air Corps to accept positions 
with commercial airlines. Second Lieuts. 





the outfit very frequently entertains it-+Mathias F. Junger, Robert R. Reed and 


self with Dutch suppers and banquets. A 


Lowell F, Johnson, who were on duty with 


ramshackle house in the country, properly the 96th Bombardment Squadron, have ac- 


dubbed "The Broken Wing Inn," has been 
the scene of some of these parties. 
Recently in a restaurant in a nearby 


cepted employment as pilots with the 
Bastern Air Lines. Second Lieut. A, 
LePenske accepted a position with the 
(Continued on Page 9). 
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TRAINING AT THE AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


The importance of the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
I1l., is now being realized by the Air 
Corps at large, judging from the great 
amount of correspondence received from 
GHQ Air Force units and Air Corps sta- 
tions, with reference to enlarging and 
shortening the various courses taught at 
this school, in order to furnish the ser-~ 
“ae with the demand for trained person- 
nel, 

Reports received indicate a serious 
shortage of trained specialists, and that 


Most courses are being shertened by sever- 
1 months, and the assigned students 
those from other stations) will be en- 

tered in classes separate from the Air 

Corps, Chanute Field (unassigned) stu- 

dents. In shortening the courses, it 

will permit the training of the increased 
number of students during the next school 
year, with the present housing facilities, 
and the addition of a number cf tents, 
eyo of which are in use at the present 
time. 

No material changes are being made in 


the number of replacements being furnish-! the courses for Regular Army Air Corps 


ed are far from adequate, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that approximately twice 
the number of students were trained dur- 
ing the school year 1936-37 than in the 
preceding year. 

Provision during the year has been 
made for five additional enlisted speci- 
alist courses, namely, Bomb Sight Main- 
tenance; Electrical Specialists; Instru- 
ment Specialists; Propeller Specialists, 
and Carburetcr Specialists. ‘The courses 
are from six to eight weeks in lenzth, 
training six men in each class. The stu- 
dents must be especially qualified and 
recommended for training in the special- 
ized subjects. 

The proposed schedule of instruction 
for the next school year (1937-1938) 
calls for the training of 1250 enlisted 
men, Nine hundred of these students 
will be men selected from the various 
Air Corps stations, and who will not be 
required to pursue the course in basic 
instruction as heretofore. The remain- 
ing $50 will be men especially qualified, 
and who are enlisted for Air Corps, 
Chanute Field (unassigned) for the ex- 
press purpese cf pursuing a course of 
instruction at this school. They will 
be required to undergo a course in basic 
instruction, 

The Commanding Officers of Squadrons 
and Detachments throughout the Air Corps 
make special trips to Chanute Field to 
interview these unassigned students in 
school with a view to securing their as- 
signment to their station upon gradua- 
tion, Also numerous communications are 
received weekly requesting information 
on the number cf students graduating 
from various courses, who are available 
for transfer. One month prior to grad- 
uation, a report is rendered to the 
Chief sf the Air Corps, stating course 
and date of graduation of each unassign- 
ed student. The Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps then assigns these unas-~ 
signed students; upon graduation, to 
stations where their services, as train- 
ed specialists, are in demand, 

The program of instruccion for the 
next scnool year is being revised in ac- 
cordance with the needs of the service. 


officers, cr National Guard and Reserve 
officers. ; 

A catalogue, consisting «f 107 Rages 
including. sixty illustrations, and giving 
the histery, functien and program of in- 
struction cf the Air Corps Technical 
iSchool, was distributed to the Service 
during the last month. Additional copies 
of this publication may be secured by ap-~ 
plying to the Secretary, the Air Corps 
Technical §chcol, at a cost of 25 cents 
per copy. , 
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Air Reserve Pilots "Go Commercial," 
(Continued from Page 8 f 
United Air Lines, with base at Salt Lake 
City. 

The Corréspordent of the 96th bemoans 
the fact that, as a resuist of the depart- 
‘ure of the three young Reserve officers, 
the Squadron is faced with an acute 
shortage of Reserve pilots. 

The 49th Bombardment Squadron Correspon- 
dent says that his outfit is sorry to 
see "Eddie" LePenske leave, but wishes 
him luck in his new laa 

mwe D0 - 


LANGLEY SQUADRON MOVES TO NEW LOCATION 


Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, 
end Bombardment Group, Langley Field,Va., 
was moved to the first floor of Building 
No. 116, which was formerly cecupied by 
the Post Exchange Restavrant, On May 
leth, nearly the entire squadron was mov 
ed to this new location, with the excep- 
tion of the enlisted men who are quarter- 
ed on the third floor of the 20th Bombara 
ment Squadron barracks. These men will 
remain in their present quarters until | 
the space they are to eccupy in Building 
No, 116 is ready for cocmpensy. | Desay 
of the Squadron personnel will be busy 
for a few weeks cleaning and painting 
the new barracks, Plans are in progres¢ 
for beautifying the grounds in front of 


the barracks by planting shrubbery and 
flowers, 


~~-000~--- 
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GEN. DRUM INSPECTS Sth COMPOSITE GROUP | 
Pally recovered from their strenuous 
exercises with the U.S. Fleet now aichor- 
ed at their doorstep, the 5th Composite 
Group, Luke Field, T.H., turned out for 

the annual inspection of its equipment 
and personnel by the Department Command- 
ia et General Hugh A, Drum, on May 


Technical Sergeants John Dozier, Dan L. 
Brien, and John A, Vidal, 

First Sergeant Everett M, Tilton, 

Staff Sergeants Anvon Hansen, Lloyd W. 
Thacker, Peter L. Milliard, Edward S. 


|Dodson, James Robinson, Robert N.Peckhan, 


Jean Wielsen aud John J, McCarthy. 
Sergeants Stanford D. Peters, Truman fF. 
Taylor, George 0. Helle (Sig. Corps), 





Accompanied by Colonel Wr. W 
Inspector General's Department; Colonel 


Jesse h, Howard, Eric Wagstaff, Thadeus 


. -McCammon,| Dp, Sadler, Joseph Howard, 


| 
; 
} 


Corporals Walter E, Peterson, French C. 


Thomas Osborne, G-3, Hawaiian Department,’ Duncan, Charles E. Ralph, Edmund J. 
and lst Lieut. Christian A. Clark, aide- | Borowski, Myles B. Houseberg and Donald 


de-camp, General Drum arrived at Ford 
Island at 8:00 a.m. Brigadier General 
Barton K. Yount, commanding the 18th Com 
osite wing. and his S-3, Colonel Hume 
sanoty. also accompanied the inspection 
party. 

Immediately upon landing, General Drum 
was tendered a l3-gun salute. This was 
in the nature of an Aloha to the General, 
since he is leaving the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment in June. 

Colonel Millard F, Harmon reported 
Luke Field in readiness for the inspec- 
tion as he conducted Generel Drum and 
eng | to the reviewing stand on the 
flying field. Closely massed behind him 
he found the khaki-clad ranks of 
sonnel of the Group, while behind them 
in a long line shimmering in the early 
morning sun were tac giant Bombers just 
suceatly emerged from their drab camou- 
flage of mimic warfare. 

Five officers and 46 enlisted men were 
called from the ranks and cited in orders 
read by lst Lieut. Chester P. Gilger, 


-e 


'C. Worley. 

Privates, lst Class, Ray A. Oliver, 
Paul H. Loudon, Adolar R. Buntjer, Harold 
iL. Lemmon, Anthony §, Balent, Kenneth N, 
Smith, August H. Tamm and Michael Theiss. 

Privates Frederick C. Back, Norman J. 
iKingston, Jeffersen D, Johnson, Cardell 
C. Jones, Kenneth M, Connell, Omar fF, 
Naugle and Robert W. Ray. 


SILENCING THE TORQUE STANDS 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 





| 
| 
| Your Power Plant Correspondent sometime 
‘ago mentioned the fact that an 3ffort was 


the per-| being made to silence eur torque stands. 


|One stand has been compieted, and prelin- 
|inary tests indicate that energy and mone; 
|expeaded have becn well vorth while. At 
ja distance of some thoussnd yards, ordin- 
|qry field noises of birds, crickets, wind, 
|rustle of leaves, etc., Crown out any 

i torque stand noises. To date tests are 
not completed, since we need information 


Group Adjutant, for meritorious duty per-|on the treacherous skip distances that 


formed during the year. General Drun 
then added his verbal commendation. Said 
he in part: 

"The enlisted man normally gets very 
little credit for exceptionzl attention 
to duty. It was with this in mind that 
I initiated this citation procedure. I 
copgratulate you, all of you." 

"Pass in Review," came the command 
from the troop commander, Major Idwal H. 
Edwards, and the line of khaki swung 
into moving ranks. 
nished sprightly msic for the marching 
troops. Platoon after platoon swung 


‘have put grey hairs in the head of the 
tre who answers the letters from the pub- 
| lic. 
| And why all this trouble? Well, it is 
primarily to enable us to operate our 
test engines straight thrrugh the 24 
‘hours in a day. With perfection, the 
| plan undoubtedly will be extendod to our 
depots which run in our overhauled en- 
Zines on their test stands. 

We hope the money expended will pay for 


Drums and bugles fur- the cost of paper now used to answer com- 


Plaints registered throughout the United 
States because prepeller noises have dis- 


past the reviewing stand after the colors.turbed the tranquility of the afternoon 


The ceremony was terminated by an 
aerial review, the planes passing over- 
head in close formation as a final Aloha 
to the Commanding General. 

The pereennet cited in orders for com- 
mendable performance of 4g 4 were: 

Lieut. Colonel Milton 0, Beebe, 


Chaplains pare. 

Mejor Phillips Melville, Air Corps. 

Second Licuts. HWorman L. Callish, Cady 
R. Bullock and Fred ©, Johnsen, Air 
Reserve. 

Master Sergeants Charles F, Gravlin, 
Harvey H. Hewitt, Ernest Brown, Hal F, 


Hays, Otto M, Rector. 


-10- 


Siesta at the old maidst home, aggravated 
the hangover of the town's local playboy, 
ceused the hens to quit laying on Goad 

i Friday, or caused Lady Plushbottom's 

| prized Pekingese "Tootsie" to have the 
jitters, 





---000-~= 


Colonel Walter R. Weaver, Air Corps, 
on duty as Commanding Officer »f Langley 
Field, Va., was promoted to the permanent 
rank of Colonel, to date from May 7th, 


1937. 
---000— 
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NEW AIRPLANES FOR 


Two contracts for new airplanes, in- 
volving a total expenditure of ; 
$13,024,203.10, were recently entered 
into by the War Department with aircraft 
manufacturers for 262 combat type. 

On June 2nd, the Hon, Harry H. Woodring, 
Secretary of War, announced the award o 
a contract to the North American Avia- 
tion, Inc., Inglewood, Calif., for 85 


Basic Combat airplanes and the equivalent 
of ten addi tions} ane as spares,at 
a total cost of $1,372,255. This type 


of airplane was recommended for procure- 
ment by the Chief of the Air Corps some 

time ago, for the reasons below stated, 

and this is the first quantity procure- 

ment of same, 

With the advent cf the large all-metal 
airplane which, although much more effi- 
client, costs considerably more than the 
earlier types, an urgent need was felt 
in the Air Corps for an airplane with 
which such auxiliary training as instru- 
ment flying, aerobatics, etc., could be 
conducted, leaving the tactical combat 
airplanes froe for the performance of 
purely tactical missions. 

In addition, there are, of necessity, 
a considerable number of Air Corps 
pilots on duty away from tactical units 
who must maintain their flying profici- 
ency. The Basic Combat airplane is de- 
signed to fill these needs. 

Another use to which the Basic Combat 
airplane may be put is that of observa- 
tion, it ee equipped with all the ne- 
cessary auxillary equipment for that pur- 
pose, It would therefore form a reserve 





of observation aircraft in an emergoncy. | 


It should be understood that the in- 
corporation of basic combat airplanes 
into the procurement program of the Air 
Corps is not with the view to curtailing 
either the numbers or the activities of 
the combat airplanes already planned for 
use by the General Headquarters Air 
Force, This type will supplement the 
larger and more expensive types, and 
since same is equipped with retractable 
landing gear, flaps, controllable pitch 
propellers, modern instruments and safe- 
ty_ devices, the experience gained by 
pilots in its use will go far toward fa- 
miliarizing them with the problems in- 
herent in the handling of larger air- 
planes. 

The North American Basic Combat airs 
plane fills the need of this type of air- 
plane to a very high degree and was se- 
lected after competition with other en- 
trants in a competition conducted at the 
Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, ton, Ohio, 

The desired characteristics of an air- 
plane of this type are of interest, It 
should attain a > speed of 190 mp.h., 
or more, It should have an endurance of 
8 hours or more, service ceili of 
13,000 feet, It should be capable of 


THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


operating from small uni 
and should be able to cr 
for observation purposes. _ 

The winner of the competition meets the 
above requirements satisfactorily. It 
carries a crew of two, two-way radio, all 
necessary instruments, landing lights, 
and provisions for mounting an aerial 
camera. It is a low wing cabin mono- 

lane with tubular steel fabric covered 
uselage, metal wings and stabilizers, 
It has a retractable landing gear, auto- 
matic controllable pitch propellezx and 
flaps, and is powered by a Pratt and 
Whitney single row radial engine cf 450 
horsepower. 


roved fields 
se at low speed 


On June 10th, the Secretary of War an- 
nounced the award to the Douglas Aircraft 
Company, Inc., of Santa Monica, Calif., 
of a contract in the sum of $11,651, 948.10 
covering the purchase for use by the Army 
Air Corps cf 177 two-engine Bombardment 
airplanes, together with necessary spare 
parts for same. 

This contract is, in money value, the 
largest one for airplanes ever placed by 
the Government during a time of peace. 
The magnitude of the procurement is such 
that the Government secures a consider- 
able price advantage,so far as the unit 
cost per airplane is concerned,over that 
obtainable under the old method cf mak- 
| ing frequent, but comparatively small, 
| purchases. 

The new Bomber contracted for was re- 
cently demonstrated to the Government 
| at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and has 
been found to embody distinct advances 
in aircraft design and engineering, 
While capable of carrying a substantial- 
ly larger useful load than the Bombard- 
ment airplanes with which the General 
Headquarters Air Force is now te ed, 
its efficiency is not thereby diminish- 
ed and it attains a high speed in excess 
| of 225 miles per hour, Each airplare is 
to be equipped with two of the latest 
type Wright "Cyclone" aeronautical en- 
Eines. 

The acquisition of these Bombardment 
airplanes by the combat units of the 
Army Air Corps will necessarily result 
in a materially strengtaened National 
Air Defense. 





| 
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Master Sergeant Mortimer O'Sullivan, 
of the 64th School Squadron, Kelly Field, 
Texas, retired on May 51, 1937, Hoe en- 
tered the Service on April 30, 1908,and 
was assigned to the 55th Co., Coast Ar- 
tillery Corps, Fort Kamehameha, Hawaii. 
He has ten honorable discharges with 
the notation, "Character: Excellent." 

Master Sergeant O'Sullivan has served 
in the Cavalry, Quartermaster Corps, 
and the Air Corps. 
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LIZUT,. COLONEL GERALD E, BROWER 


Lieut. Colonel Gerald E, Brower, Air. 
Corps, now on duty in the Supply Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, was born at Brooklyn, N.Y. ,August 
25, 1893. He attended the Boys' High 
School in Brooklyn, N.Y., and after grad- 
uating from the College of Engineering, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, in 
1916, he received a commission as a 
second lieutenant of Field Artillery on 
December lst of that year. He was pro- 
moted to lst Lieutenant, January 26,1917; 
to Captain (temporary) August 5, 1917; 
to Captain, April 15, 1918; to Major, 
August 17, 1928, and to Lieut. Colonel 
(temporary June_ 16, 1936. 

During the World tar, Colonel Brower 
saw service in the Toul Sector and in 
the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne offen- 
sives. He served with the Field Artil- 
lery until October, 1918, and was then 
detailed to the Air Corps. He was on 
duty as a student observer at the end 
Corps Aeronautical School in France un- 
til January 30, 1919; was attached to 
the 20th Company, 4th Regiment Motcr 
Mechanics during the month of February, 
1919, and was on duty on the school staff 
of the 2nd Corps Aeronautical School to 
May 9, 1919, when he was assigned to the 
lst Aero Squadron, Wiessenthurm,Germany, 
as aerial observer. 

Jpon his return to the United States, 
Colonel Brower, on August 29, 1919, was 
assigned as commanding officer of the 
20th Aero Squadron at Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas. On September 25, 1919, 
he was transferred with the 166th Aero 
Squadron to Kelly Field, Texas. He was 
Operations Officer of this organization 
from September 12 to October 13, 1919, 
and Operaticns Officer of the lst Day 
Bombardment Group.from September 30, 
1919, until June of the following year. 

Returning to the Field Artillery, he 
served as Commanding Officer of Battery 
A, Srd Field Artillery, at Camp Grant, 
Tll., from July & to 16, 1920, when he 
rejoined the Air Service and began fly- 
ing training at the Air Service Pilot 
Schocl at Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla. 
Upen the completion cof his training, 
November 12, 1920, he was assigned to 
duty at Langley Field, Va., where until 
January 1, 1921, he served as Executive 
Officer of the Field Officers' School, 
and as Adjutant of this School from 
November 22, 1920, to August 18, 1921. 
He also served as Chief, G-l Section, 
ist. Provisional Air Brigade, from May 
6 to August 18, 1921. Assigned as a stu- 
dent at the Field Officers' School, he 
graduated therefrom on June 15, 1922. 
During the summer months of that year he 





|was on duty at the summer training camp 
|at Camp Custer, Mich. 

| From August le, 1922, to August 15, 

| 1923, Colonel Brower was a student at the 
|Air Service Engineering School at McCook 


‘Field, Dayton, Ohio, Upon his gradua- 

| tion from this school he remained at 
|McCook Field as Chief of the Airplane 
_Maintenance Section of the Engineering 

| Division until June 30, 1926. He also 

| served as President of the Inventions 

| Board. Following duty as a student at 
ithe Massachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
igy, Cambridge, Mass., from June 26,1926, 
ito June 9, 1927, and nag etna | duty at 

| the Boston Airport for several months, 
|he returned to Dayton in September,1927, 
‘for duty at the Materiel Division, Wright 
|Field, where he served as Acting Assist- 
ant Chief Engineer to November 14, 1927; 
as Chief of the er Assignments Unit 
| to September, 1923, and as Chief of the 
Airplane Branch to March 28, 1930. 

After commanding the lst Pursuit Group 
at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
from May 15, 1930, to July 9, 1932, Col. 
Brower was transferred to duty in the 
Philippines, assuming comwmand of Clark 
Field and the Srd Pursuit Squadron on 
October 17th, Upon the completion of his 
| tour of duty in the eee: he pur- 
sued a One-year course of instruction 
at the Command and General Staff School at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. His graduation 
from this School in June, 1936, was fol- 
lowed by his assignment to the Supply Di- 
—— Office of the Chief of the Air 

orps. 
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LIEUT. COLONEL WILLIAM H. CROM 

After a lapse of 21 years, Lieut. 
Colonel William H. Crom, Air Corps, is 
slated to return soon to the Philippines 
for a tour of foreign servime. He served 
in the Philippines from June, 1914, to 
November, 1916, as a lieutenant with the 
Philippine Constabulary. 

Born in Gainesville, Fla., July 31, 
1892, Colonel Crom attended the public 
schools of Florida and in 1914 graduated 
from the University of Florida with the 
degrees Of Bachelor of Science in Elec- 
trical Engineering and in Mechanical En- 
gineering. He was appointed a second 
lieutenant, U.S. Army, November 27, 1916, 
assigned to the 13th Infantry, and from 
December 1, 1916, to February 28, 1917, 
he was stationed at the Infantry School at 
Fort William McKinley, P,I, From March 1. 
1917, to August 2, 1920, he was on duty 
with his regiment as company commander 
and garrison adjutant, He served in the 
Philippines from December 1, 1916, to 
August 13, 1918, and from April 18, 1920, 





to August 23, 1920, From August 14,1918, 
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to April 8, 1920, he was stationed in 
Siberia, near Vladivostok. 
Upon his return to the United States, 
Colonel Crom was detailed to the Air Ser- 
vice, and after waren primary flying 
training at March Field, Riverside,Calif., 
from October 12, 1920, to Anril 9, 1921, 
he was transferred to the Air Service Ob- 
servation School at Post Field, Fort 
Sill, Okla., for advenced training. He 
' received the rating of "Airplane Pilot," 
effective October 14, 1921. He also took 
the course of instruction at the School 
of Fire for Field Artillery, and upon 
completion of same remained at For% Sill 
on duty as an instructor at the Air Ser- 
vice Observation School until June 16, 
1922, when he was transferred to the Ad~ 
vanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
Texas, and assigned as Senior Instructor 
of the Observation Department. On August 
1, 1923, he assumed command of the 4énd 
School Squadron, in addition to his 


GRADUATION AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 
of 
In connection with the clttiee rom 
the Advanceé Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, which started training at the Pri- 
mary Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, 
on Juiy 1, 1936, the first event on the 
program was an aerial review staged at 
9:30 a.m, by the graduating students, fol- 
lowed by the graduating exercises at 
10:45 a.m,, Wednesday, June 9, 1957, in 
the War Department Theatre at Kelly Field, 
Major General James K, Parsons, U.S. 
Army, Commanding General of the Second 
Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Briga- 
Cier General James E, Chaney, Commanding 
General of the Air Corps Training Center, 
and his staff, as well as the faculty of 
the Primary and Advanced Flying Schools, 
were among those expected to attend the 
exercises. The students from Randolph 
Field were scheculed to be in formation 





other duties. Frcem October 11, 1923, to 
April 10, 1924, he performed the duties 
of Director of Observation, Advanced Fly- 
ing School, 

Transferred to Washington, D.C., Col. 
Crom was on duty as Assistant Chief of 
the Information Division, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, to August 6, 
1925, From September 1, 1925, to Febru- 
ery 1, 1926, he was on duty as a student 
at the Army Industrial et ot and 
thereafter, until July 28, 1926, he was 
on duty in the Industrial War Plans Di- 
vision, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, as Chief of the Requirements Sec- 
tion and Chief of the Facilities Section. 

At Bollin,, Field, D.C., nis next cta- 
tion, Colonel Crom performed at various 
times the duties of Commanding Officer 
of the 99th Observation Squadron; Com- 
manding Officer of the 8th Division, Air 
Corps; Executive Officer and Commanding 
Officer of the field. On September 23, 
1927, he was transferred to the Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
for duty in the Industrial War Plans 
Section, He was appointed Chief of that 
Section on July 1, 1928. 

From September 5, 1931, to June lz, 
1932, Colcnel Crom was a student at the 
Air Corps Tactical Schcol at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., and, following his gradua- 
tion from this School, he remained at 
Maxwell Field, commanding the Air Corps 
Tactical School Detachment, until Septem- 
ber 5, 1932, when he was transferred to 
Washington, D.C., for duty in the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary of War as 
Assistant Chief of the Commdities Divi- 
sion, Planning Branch. In August, 1936, 
he began the one-year course of instruc- 
tion at the Command and General Staff. 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and he 
‘gs Slated to enter upon a tour of foreign 
.ervice in the Philippines upon his grad- 
uatien from this School in June, 1937. 


in front of the Post Operations Office 
to witness the review. 

The program called for the delivery 
of the Invocation and Benediction by 
Major George J. McMurray, Chaplain of 
Randoiph Field; introductory remarks by 
General Chaney, and the graduation ad- 
dress by General Parsons, 

This is the 29th class to be graduated 
from the Air Corps Training Center under 
Plan B. The class reported for advanced 
training at Kelly Field on February 25th 
and actually began work on March 1, 1937. 
Three members of this class, Flying Cadet 
James B, Baker, Francis J. Black, Jr.,and 
Victor M, Heath, will be held over for 
training with the next class, All of 
them lost time from training while absent 
sick, necessitating their being held over 
to make up this time, 

The graduates are listed on page 14 of 
this issue of the News Letter. 


NAVIGATION TRAINING AT LANGLEY FIELD 


The 2nd Bombardment Group Navigation 
School, operated by the 2lst Reconnais- 
sance Squadron, Langley Field, Va., start- 
ed the class working on Celestial Naviga- 
tion on May 6th, using both ground and 
practical aerial problems in the course. 
The class new has approximately two-thirds 
of their work completed, They are looking 
forward to one or two long flights in or- 
der to put into practice the theory learn- 
ed during their course of instruction. 

Captain A.Y, Smith, Air Corps, was re- 
lieved frim his duties as Group Naviga- 
tion Officer and Senior Instructor in the 
School on April 26th to participate in the 
Pacific Ccast Maneuvers with the 49th Bom- 
bardment Squadron. First Lieut. John W, 
Egan, Air Corps, who recently joined the 
2lst Reconnaissance Squadron, was detail- 
ed as Group Navigation Officer and Senior 
Instructor to replace Captain Smith. 
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NEW PILOTS FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS | 


Of the class of 132 students (15 officers and 
117 Flying Cadets) entering the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center on July 1, 1936, 62 students (10 of- 
ficers and 52 Flying Cadets) comprising 47% of 
the original entering class, successfully com 

leted the Primary and Basic courses at the 
Srieeny Flying School at Randolph Field, Texas, 
and the advanced course at the Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field, Texas, and graduated on 
June 9, 1937. 

Three Flying Cadets of this class who, because 
of illness or other reasons, were unable to com- 
plete the course, were held over for the next 
class at the Advanced Flying School. 





| 





An officer from the Mexican Navy, Lieut. 


Lorenzo Egurrola, and a member of the Philippine| Thomas, Morris E. 


Constabulary, Jesus A. Villamor, were additional 
members of the class, beth graduating, the first 
named specializing in Attack Aviation and the 
last named in Pursuit Aviation. 
The members of the graduating class are listed 

below, as follows: 

ATR CORPS OFFICERS 

Lieut. Colonels 
Raymond E. O'Neill San Francisco, Calif. 
Laurence F. Stone Pocatello, Idaho 





Majors 
Warner B. Gates Evanston, Ill. 
George G. Lundberg Olean, N.Y. 
Walter J. Reed Scarsdale, N. Y. | 
Captains 


Howard H. Couch 
James F. Early Worcester, Mass. 
Jehn P. Kirkendall Dallas, Pa. 
OFFICERS OF OTHER BRANCHES 
lst Lt. Chas. E. Wheatley,Cav. Portland, Me. 
end Lt. Chas. B. Winkle, Inf. Seaside, Oregon 
FLYING CADETS 


Allison, John R. Gainesville, Fle. 


Aynesworth, Horace D. Alpine, Texas 
Baker, Ancil D. Moscow, Idaho 
Bastin, Henley V., Jr. Anchorage, Ky. 


Bayse, William E, 
Blakey, George A. 
Bradley, Follett, Jr. 
Brown, Thomas D. 
Butner, Thomas L. 
Bywater, Murray A. 
Carr, George R. 
Chickering, Edwin S. 
Clancy, Charles A. 
Cobb, Raymond L. 
Countway, Lewis E. 
Crowder, Murrey W., Jr. 
Culbertson, Allman T. 
Curtice, Raymond L. 
Davis, Waymond A. 
Fallows, Ronald F. 
Fiegel, Leland G. 
Freeman, Julien W. 
Godman, Henry C. 
Greening, Charles R. 
Hardeman, Milton L. 
Hudson, Guy L. 
Kaufman, Donald H. 
Kegelman, Charles C. 
Kellond, Arthur ‘. 


Independence, Mo. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Langley Field, Va. 

, Wash. 

Roanoke, Va. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
Pocatello, Idaho 
Temple, Texas 

San Diego, Calif. 
Brownwood, Texas 
Quincy, Mass. 
Joshua, Texas 
Dansville, M.Y. 
Concord, N.H. 
Lubbock, Texas 
Mason City, Iowa 
Rochester, Minn. 

: Clinton, S.C. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Athens, Ga. 

Los Angeles ,Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
El Reno, Okla. 

San Antonio, Texas 
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| 
Monrovia, Calif. | 





Lorenz, Richard F. 
MacKay, Homer M. 
Marshall, John R. 
Means, Howard M. 
Montgomery, Guilford R. 
Moore, Frederick L. 


Chicago, Ill. 

Lansing, ch. 
Montgomery. Alae 
: Sidney, Neb, 
Fillmore, Celif. 


Morris, Jos A. Alva, Wyo. 
Payne, John H. Austin, Texas 
Rau, Harold J. Shavertown, Pa. 
Reed, James 0. Eugene, Ore. 
Robinson, George L. Corona, Calif. 


Russell, Barton M. 
Sewart, Harold Y. 
Sprague, Wilbur B. 

Stark, William R. 
Stunkard,McClellan F. ,Jr. 
Suiter, Theodore A. 


San Diego, Calif, 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Manhasset, N.Y. 
Starkville, iiss. 
Governors Ts., N.Y. 
Spearfish, S.D. 

St. Petersburg,Fle. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Walpole, Mass. 
Chatham, Ve. 


Thompson, Frank K. 
Tikofski, Adolph E. 
Viccellic, Henry 

Watson, Ansley New Yerk, N.Y. 
Wilson, Delmer E. Ephrata, Wash. 


Note: All of the officer graduates special- 
ized in Observation Aviation, while the Flying 
Cadets specialized in the branch of Combat avi- 
ation as indicated by the letter opposite 
their names, viz: A-Attack; O-Observation, and 
P-Pursuit. 
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ARMY AIR CORPS DEPOT AT SACRAMENTO 


The Hon. Harry H. Woodring, Secretary of War, 
announced on June 8th that contracts had been 
let for over half of the werk required to com 
plete the new Air Corps Depot at Sacramento, 
Calif. This Air dg Depot is being con- 
structed to replace the temporary war time 
structure, which is now in use by the Army ai 
Reckwell Field, San Diego, Calif. The 
Sacramento Air Depot will be completed and in 
cperaticn by December, 1938. Rockwell Field 
has been turned over to the Navy by Executive 
Order, and it is necessary for the Army to 
Evacuate the buildings at an early date, in 
order that the develcpment cf that station by 
the Navy may proceed. 

The runway at the new depot is approximately 
one mile in length, and the large shop build- 
ing covers some 17 acres. This depot will be 
sufficient to provide maintenance facilities 
for the Air Corps now on the West Coast and 
also for organizations in overseas territory. 
As constructed, it is susceptible of consider- 
able expansion in the event that necessary 
Air Corps organizations on the West: Coast are 
increased. 

The completion of this project will mater- 
ially enhance the Natio Defense by provid- 
ing a permanent base in the middle of the 
Pacific Coast area. 

---000--- 


First Sergeant Otto Steblein, of the 64th 
School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texass, retired 
on May 3lst. He entered the service September 
12, 1899, and was assigned to the “th Infant- 
ry Volunteers, Philippine Dept. He hag ten 
honorable discharges with the notation, 
"Character: Excellent."' 
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RESERVE COMMISSIONS FOR FLYING CADETS 


The following~named Flying Cadets, members of 
Class No. 25-3, who graduated from the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on June 17, 
1936, and who completed their year of training 
with an Air Corps tactical unit, have been re- 
commended by the Chief of the Air Corps for com 
mission as second lieutenants in the Air Reserve: 


Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La. 
Buller, Howard Leavelle Stenfond Univ, Calif. 





Cullerton, Edward Francis Butte, Mont. 
Ferguson, James Whittier, Calif. 
Griffith, Willard Dudley Spokane, Wash. 
Osborn, Roy William Sanborn, N.D. 


Whitfield, Harvey EF. Houston, Texas 
Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas 

Flolo, Russell LeRoy Aberdeen, S.D. 

Martin, Ray Hamilton Austin, Texas | 

Pechuls, John Allison Pullman, Wash. | 

Schultz, Herbert Donald, Jr. Alameda, Calif. | 

Thomas, Jack Lubbock, Texas 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Zehrung, Paul Wietzel Dayton, Ohio 
March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
Converse, Lawrence Floyd Giendora, Calif. 
Hardy, Robert Franklin Flint, Mich. 
Ketcham, Edward Williem Madison, S.D. 


Mears, Frank Henry, Jr. 
Nevitt, Willian Renwick 
Reynolds, John Norton, Jr. los Angeles, Calif. 
Miller, William Warren San Diego, Calif. 
Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 
Bledsoe, James Lee Los Angeles, Calif. 
Surry, William Lewis Raleigh, N.C. 
syre, Lloyd Los Angeles, Calif. 
Jones, James Marion Temple, Texas 
Russell, Clyde Raymond Chandler, Ariz. 
Sluder, Chester Lee San Antonio, Texas 
Hamilton Field, San Rafael, Calif. 
Bronson, Howard Franklin,dr. Harrisburg, Pa. 
Faulkner, Ted Sinclair Seattle, Wash. 


Monrovia, Calif. 
Houston, Texas | 








Powers, Robert Becke Seattle, Wash. 
Ridings, Donald Ellis Moscow, Idaho 
Warner, Jo Fyle Berkeley, Calif. 
Sandegren, Thomas Fastman Tacoma, Wash. 


Mitchel Field, L.I., New York 
Beardsley, Melville W. Kensas City, Mo. 
Catlin, Ralph W. Bay City, Mich. 
Chapman, Charles T., Jr. Corpus Christi, Texas 











Formation over airdrome 8:05 - 8:15. 
Landings by elements 8:15 - 8:20. 


8:15- Attack Demonstration, 6 A-12's. 
8:40 Formation takeoff, 8:15. 
Formation over airdrome, 8:20-8:25. 
Landing of one element in formation, 
8:27, 
Individual flare landings by three air- 
planes, 8:27-8:40. 
8:40- Bombardment and Observation Demnstra-’. 
9:25 tion, 9 Be4's and 6 0-25's, 


Furmation take-offs, 8:40 - 8:45, 
Observation airplane locates target on 
airdrome at 8:45 and signals with si2z- 
nal fleres. Six Observation airplanes 
then keep target illuminated for eight 
minutes. 
Bombardment flights of 3 airplanes each 
simulate attack on target. 
Individual landings by Observation air- 
planes, using wing lights only, 
9:05 - 9:15. 
Formation landings by elements of Bom 
bardment airplanes, 9:15 - 9:25. 
A palate address system was installed in 
front of Post Operations Office. A demonstra- 
tion of radio control of airplanes in the air 


‘from the ground was given, and this system was 


used to explain maneuvers to spectators. An 
airplane of each type was parked near the. Oper- 
ations Office in the area lighted by flood- 
lights. A demonstration of the use of signal 
light gun was given. 

The following letter of appreciation from 
Mr. J.H. Lapham, an official of the San Antonio 

ter of the Reserve Officers Association,is 


quoted. 
‘May 27, 1937. 
Brigadier General J.E. Chaney, 
Randolph Field, Texas. 
Dear General y: 

It is almost needless to tell you that the 
demonstration which was accorded by the Air 
Corps Training Center tc the visiting members 
of the Reserve Officers Association was deep- 
ly appreciated. aa 

I feel that very few of them had ever wit- 





Hampton, Thomas K. Marino, Calif. 
Osher, Norman C. Graettinger, Iowa 
Peterson, Homer F. 
Rethorst, William Piedmont, Calif. 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 





Burke, Kevin Buffalo, N.Y. 
Fausel, Robert Wilton Louisville, Ky. 
Haws, Jesse William Provo, Utah 


Helmick, Paul Frenklin 
McCloskey, Richard Dele 
Moore, Andrew Dale 
SaeLlenou, Hadley Vincent 


~-~-900--~ 
KELLY FIELD HOST TO RESERVE OFFICERS 


Corvallis, Ore. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Worthington, Minn. 
Hollywood, Calif. 


Reserve officers attending the National Conven- 


Moscow, Idaho | 





nessed the tyne of night flying that was ex- 


!hibited by your Kelly Field students, and I 


feel sure that the demonstration of training 
and facilities at Randolph were an eye-opener 
to all of us. 

One thing that impressed me, and I am sure 
mist have likewise impressed everyone else, 
was the high type of personnel under your | 
command. Seldom have I met a group of offi- 
cers so kind, courteous and considerate to 
strangers within their gates. 

While the visits made to both Kelly and 
Randolph were naturally rather short, I am 
sure that everyone has gone away with a very 
lasting, definite impression of the efficien 
cy of the Training Center and the keen type 
of individuals who are turning sut our Army 


tion of Reserve Officers Association were given one thanks again for your kindness. 
a denonstration ef night flying at 8:00 p.m, on Sincerely yours, 
Monday, May 23rd. The program was as follows: J.H. Lapham." 
3:00- Pursuit Demonstration - 12 P-12's. beagie~od 

8:20 Formation teke-off, 8:00 p.m.- wis. 
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THE PHILIPPINE ARMY AIR CORPS 


On May 1, 1937, the Philippine Army 
Air Cerps completed its first year of 
operation, its activities being mainly 
confined to student pn soe training. 
First Lieut. W. L. Lee, Air Corps, Chief 
of the Philippine Army Air Corps, recent- 
ly submitted a brief report covering the 
operations of this one-year-old infant, 
and it discloses some very interesting 
statistics. 

Equipped with only three PT-1 Training 
planes and one C-l Transport, the total 
flyin, time of these four planes for the 
year's training was 1869:50 hours (7,797 

andings). The C-l Transport is credit- 
ed with 200:05 hours and 178 landi 
one PT~1 with 590:10 hours and 3,34 
landings; another with 573 hours and 
2,427 landings, and the third with 
506:35 hours and 1,843 landings. There 
were flying operations on 288 of the 365 
days of the year, and of the 77 days 
when the planes were idle, Old Jupiter 
Pluvius halted “pega ty on eighteen 
different occasions, one entire day was 
devoted to maintenance, and Sundays and 
holidays were responsible for a closed 
shop on 58 days. 

Or the 245 applicants for flying train- 
ing (47 officers, 7 enlisted men and 191 
civilians) who were called for physical 
examination, a total of 170 responded 
(46 officers, 7 enlisted men and 116 
civilians), and of these 59 qualified, 
namely, Se officers and 27 civilians, 

Of those found physically qualified, 41 
actualiy started Sh fe! training, the re- 
maining 18 being held in reserve for 
classes which will be started in the near 
future. Before the end of the year the 
original class of 41 students dwindled 
to but 13, the lack of flying ability 
being the cause for the elimination of 
24 of the students. One student was 
eliminated because of physical defects, 
two resigned and one was appointed a 
Flying Cadet in the Air Corps who, by 
the way, graduated from the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, on 
June 9th, specializing in Pursuit Avia- 
tion, 

The 13 students who remained in train- 
ing throughout the year accumulated a 
total dual flying time of 631:10 hours; 
a total solo flying time of 780 hours 
and a grand total of 1411:10 hours. 

During the year's training there was 
one semi-major crash and one of a minor 
nature, There were no fatalities or 
serious injuries, and the worst that 
could be said in this connection is that 
one student received a few cuts. 

Included in the tabulation of flying 
time by personnel of the Philippine Army 
Air Corps are the names of Lieut. Lee 


8; 








with 403 hours, and Lieut, H.A. Parker 
with 667:40 hours. It is presumed that | 


these two young Air Corps afficers, among 
their other duties, served in the capaci- 
ty of flying instructor, although it is 
not so stated in the report. 

If one were to express the opinion that 
these two Army airmen performed a pretty 
fine job in their first year of endeavor 
to place the Philippine Army Atr Corps on 


{its feet, there would be a nod of approv- 


al from all sides. 
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BIG SHIPS COVER LOTS OF TERRITORY 


In a routine introductory cruise over 
the industrial heart of the nation, on 
May 16th, last, the Langley Field Corres- 
pondent reports that four gigantic 

flying fortresses," led by Lieut.Colonel 


‘Robert Olds, ay oy end Bombard- 


ment Group of the GHQ Air Force, from 
Langley Field, Va., covered fifteen 


| States in eleven hours, 


The flight departed from Langley Field 


iat 6:30 a.m, and flew over Washington, 
{D.C.; Baltimore, Md.; Philadelphia, Pa,; 
| Trenton, N.J.; New York City; 


rtford, 
Conn.; Providence, R.I.; Boston, Mass.; 
Concord, N.H.; Portland, Maine; Augusta, 
Maine; Montpelier, Vermont; Albany, 
Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo, New York; 
Erie, Pa.; Cleveland, Ohio; Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Richmond, Va., and returned tc 
Langley Field at 5330 p.m, 

The planes were commanded by Lieut. 
Colonel Olds, Major Meloy, Captain 
O'Connor and lst Lieut. Travis. The co- 
pilots were maers Giles, Captain 
McReynolds, lst Lieut. Lauer and end 
Lieut. Cochrane. The navigators were lst 
Lieuts. Miller, Higgins, LeMay and 
Glantzberg. 0 

wanQQOaqsia 


FROM RANDOLPH FIELD 


Primary 4) School at 
Randolph Field, Texas, will graduate 
ninety students on June 18th. These stu- 
dents will start their advanced training 
at Kelly Field, Texas, the first week in 
July. Dcigrisinc this class is one Air 
Corps officer (Major Lester T, Miller), 
two officers from other arms of the ser- 
vice, 37 graduates from the class of 

1936 of the U.S. Military Academy, and 
50 Flying Cadets, 

This class started training at Randolph 
Field in October, 1936, and actually 170 
students started flying. Eleven of these 
students are being held over until the 
next class, and there has teen but one 
fatality. 


GRADUATIONS 
The Air Corps 
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The GHQ Air Force Maneuvers 
aecays rer from Page 6). 


and March Fields' Air Bases, to provide 


training for joint work between Pursuit 
and anti-aircraft, and thorough to 
6- V-7369, A.C 




















Check up on existing weak spots in the 
Air Corps. And, quoting General Andrews 
once more, these tests have shown that 
every unit involved throughout the en- 
tire campaign worked like clockwork - 
that we are at present undermanned and 
under-equipped; that additional air- 
dromes are direly needed. 


Tne losses during the maneuvers culmin- 


ated in four planes, two transports and 
two Pursuit, but no lives. This is.ano- 


ther proof of the high standard maintain- 


ed by the Air Corps. 

Major General George S. Simonds acted 
as Oiticial observer and personal repre- 
sentative of the Secretary of War, with 
Major Geveral Oscar Westover and Briga- 
dier General Walter Krueger acting as 
official observers for the War Depart- 
ment. In command of the GHQ exercises 
was Major General Frank M, Andrews, Of- 
ficial visitors and observers during 
the exercises were the following: 


Colonel H.J, Knerr, Chief of Staff; 
Colonel Follette Bradley, Assistant 
Coief of Staff, GHQ Air Force; 

Colonel Herbert A, Dargue, Assistant 
Commandant, Air Corps Tactical $chool; 

Colonel Jacob 3, Fickel, Air Officer 
\f the 9th Corps Area; 

Lieut. Colonel Charles T. Phillips, 
Asst. G-4, War Department; 

Major St. Clair Streett, War Plans 
Division, War Department-Gen, Staff; 

Major L.P, Hickey, Assistant Chief of 
Staff, Gl; 

Major J.P, Hodges, 
Staff, G2; 

Major C.C, Chauncey, Assistant Chief 
of Staff, G-3; 

Lieut. Colonel J.T. McNarney, Assist- 
ant Chief of Staff, G4; 

Lieut, Colunel Edwerd Montgomery, CWS, 
Chemical Officer; 

Colonel W.G, Kilner, Inspector; 

Mejor W.W, Dick, AGD, Adjutant General; 
Major E,C, Whitehead, Asst. Inspector; 

Lieut. Colonel R.L, Maxwell, 0.D., 
Ordnance Officer; , 

Lieut. Colonel C.C. Drake C, Quar- 
termaster ; calorie 

Licut. Colonel C.W. Lewis, SC, Signal 
Officer; 

Colonel W.E, Cooper, MC, Surgeon. 

Cantain Luke Smith, Asst. Executive, 
Office Chief of the Air Corps, and many 
Other's. 

March Field was glad to see these offi- 
cers and hopes to be able to play host 
again to them sometime in the near future 

It is understood that the exercises 
were considered a cemplete success, 
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ECHOES FROM THE WEST COAST MANEUVERS 


35th Pursuit Sovadron: After three 
weeks of basking under California's sun- 


Assistant Chief of 


PFE OBS 





,ny skies, the 35th Pursuit desert rats 
returned to their home range (Langley 
Field) with saddle warts and hairy ears. 
As the-outer layer of Mojave dust gradu- 
ally washes away we begin to see, here 
and there, traces of some pretty good 
sun tan. 

In spite of the tedious hours of sit- 
ting, tooling the old PB covered wagons 
across the continent and back proved to 
be a nizhly interesting and educational 
experience, The ships performed beauti- 
fully, ané provided little difficulty 
of maintenance while in the field. 

The defense of that portion of the dry 
lake bed cesignated as the Los Angeles 
area turned out to be a tcugh assicnment 
for the Pursuit, The Bomters poured in 
from all directions and dribbled their 
‘eggs on the target. whether or not they 
| were intercepted and “shot down" by the 
Pursuit, Aad as if thet wasn't enough,- 
I NGast Here comes the demattack again. 
!Phew! ‘That's the real thing this time. 
|The gas masks mace poor bed fellows, but 
|were certainly convenient to have within 
reach, 
| $€th Pursuit Souacron; Early this 
iweek our 11: ht recurued from the siege 
at Muroc Dry Lake. Reports on our soli- 
tary confinement in the wastelands of 
sunny California vary greatly, but the 
daily routine definitely included indi- 
vidual parboiling under a desert sun, 
unit freezing uncer an Arctic moon, and 
passive group submission to lingering 
attacks of tear gas at all hours of the 
day and night. ’ 
| Both the trip out from Langley Field 
| and the trip back were enjoyed by all, 
and the weatuer confronted rendered much 
|valuabdle experience to the newer members 
'of the Squadron. 
| Ha. and Ho. Syquedron, 8th Pursuit 
Grouo: The wind-blow, dust-Iaden, tear- 
Bassed personnel and airpianes of this 
organization returned to the "fold" 
(Langley Field)-from tne GHQ Concentra- 
tion on Monday, the 24th, after spendig 
three weeks enroute to and from, and ei- 
gaging in the GHQ Air Force Concentra- 
tion and Maneuvers. It has been report- 
ed that a good time was had by all. As 
one man expressed it, he "gassed" every- 
one enjoyed the trip and was one maneuv- 
er nearer "M" day, A period of inspec- 
tion and engine changing following the 
maneuvers will keep the hangar crew out 
of mischief for a while. 

37th Attack Squadron: At 7:00 a.m., 
Mondey morning, May 2rd, the seven A-17 
airplanes comprising the 37th Attack 
Squadron took off from Iangley Field for 
Barksdale Wield, where they were attach- 
ed to the 13th Attack -Squadron to parti- 
cipate in the annual GHQ Maneuvers at 
Delano, Calif. At 3:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
the Squadron left Barksdale Field for 
the West Coast, arriving at Delano at 
3:45 that afternoon, after stopping at 
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Midland, Texas, and Tucson, Arizona, for Hugh N. Merrick, Coast Artillery Corps 


gas. 
was a welcome sight to the combat crews 
after their tedious 
the country. 

The period from May 5th to 9th was de- | 
voted to practice and orientationflights 
within a -mile radius of Delano, On 
these flights some of the pilots saw for 


1500-mile tri across! Cl 
| Shi 


| Frank D. Hackett 


the first time the beautiful valley of | 


San Joaguin and the snow-covered peaks 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

On May 10th, the GHQ war games started 
in earnest, The 13th Attack Squadron, to 
which the 37th was attached, was assign- 
ed the chemical missions, which consist- 
ed of contaminating the Pursuit airdrome 
and the anti-aircraft emplacements at 
Muroc Dry Lake, about 100 miles east of 
Delano, 

After the ape.qumee were officially 
over on Friday afternoon, May 2lst,Lieut 
Berquist, who played a peegenen® part in 
"winning the war" for the 3rd Attack 
Group, engaged himself in a haba and 
more permease’ war by forfeiting his 
bachelor freedom forever to Miss Alice 


Porterfield, of » semnarig £ Calif. The 
ceremony was performed y Chaplain 
Martin, of March Field, in the officers’ 


mess tent at Delano, The bride was at- 
tended by Miss Mildred Blake and Mrs. 
Porterfield. 


| Edward D. Jones 
| Bob E, Nowland 


| 





{ 


' James M, Bevans 





| capt. 


| 


Leaving Delano on oops | moeni es May | 
start the long 


23rd, the 37th Squadron ed 
ne | home, ores overnight at El 
aso, Texas, and ell Field, Ala. 
and mah daly at Langley Field at 2:00 
p.m, May 25th. 
end Bombardment erye, All airplanes 
) s Group returned to Langhey Field 
from the West Coast Concentration Exer- 
cises with the exception of 2nd Lieut. 
J.B, Stanley, who had motor trouble at 
Winslow, Arizona, necessitating his de- 
lay at that city to change engines. 


Graduations from A.C, Tactical School 





Graduation exercises at the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., 
were held on June lst. 

Following the invocation, Brigadier 
General Henry C. Pratt, U.S. see fy the 
Commandant of the Tactical School, intro- 
duced Major General Oscar Westover, Chief 
of the Air Corps, who delivered an ad- 
dress and presented the certificates. 
The benediction was said by Chaplain Wn. 
L, Cooper. 

Following is the list of graduates: 

Lieut. Colonels 
Wm, N. Porter, cal Warfare Service 
ee N. Keesling, Air Corps 
David N,W. arant, soe ee> Corps. 
or 


Wm. E, Chambers, antry 
Tom C. Rivers, Signal Corps 





Morril Ross, Field Artillery 
John E, Dahiquist, Infantry 


The well organized camp at Delano Alden H, Waitt, Chemical Warfare Service 


Majors, Air Co 
de V. Finter Robert v Ignico 


ras A, Blair Malcolm Ss. Lawton 
Ray A. Dunn James M, Gillespie 
Harold H, George Fred'k M, Hopkins,Jr. 


Harlan W. Holden George P. Tourtellot 
Orvil A, Anderson 
Wallace G, Smith 
Paul L, Williams 


George W. Polk, Jr. 


Ulysses G, Jones 


Bernard T. Castor John W. Monahan 
James D. Givens John A, Laird, Jr. 
Wm, W. Welsh Harold A. Bartron 


Robert T. Zane 


Captains, Air Corps 
David G, Lingle David M. Schlatter 


Charles Backes Earle E, Partridge 
Lawrence J. Carr Joe L. Loutzenheiser 
John F, McBlain Robert W, Harper 
W.R. Wolfinbarger 


‘| Donald F, Fritch Joseph Smith 

| Edmund C. ch John K, Nissley 
Wallace £. tson Uzal G. mnt 
John R. Hawkins James S. Stowell 


Earl W, Barnes 


Kirtley J. Gregg 
Yantis H, Taylor 


Alva L, Harvey 
Clinton W. Davies 
Officers, other branches 








Henry L. nnison, Jr., Gavalry 
Hayne D. Boyden, Marine Corps (Capt) 
Capt. William 0, Brice, Marine Corps 
Capt. Vernon E. Megee, Marine Corps 
Lieut. Elton C. Parker, U.S. Navy 
lst Lieuts. Air Corps 
Fay 0, Dice George McCoy, Jr. 


Bud J, Peaslee Joseph C, Hopkins 
Russell E, Wilson fr H, Robinson 
Frank F.Everest,Jr. Wm.A.R. Robertson 
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PROMOTION OF 2ND LIEUTENANTS 


The following-named 2nd Lieutenants 
of the Air Corps were promoted to lst 
Lieutenants, with rank from June 12, 


1937: 
John B, Cary Hudson H, Upham 
Paul C, Ashworth Frank C. Norvell 
Curtis D. Sluman Paul Burlingame, Jr. 
gyros E, Breese Wilson H, Neal 
William §. Stone Elvin S. Ligon, Jr. 
George B, Dany Charles B, Winkle 
L.S. Moseley, Jr. Herbert M, Baker,Jr. 
Wm.J. Holzapfel,Jr. John M, Hutchison 
Gene H, Tibbets Arno H, Luehman 
Paul T. Hanley Raymond J, Reeves 
Jack E, Shuck William H, Wise 
John deP. T. Hills Richard A, Legg 
Wn.M. Canterbur Harvey T, Alness 
Jerome E.Blair,cd Albert T. Wilson,Jr. 
Edward Flanick John W, White 
William M, Gross Stanley J. Donovan 
Dale 0, Smith 

wwaQ00 ama. 


Major Eugen G, Reinartz, Medical 
Corps, on duty as Flight Surgeon at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., is under 
orders to proceed about October 20th, 
next, for duty in Hawaiian Department, 
V~ 7369 . A. C. 














NOTES FROM TEE WASHINGTON OFFICE 


General Westover, Chief of the ft 
Air Corps, visited Randolph 
Field, Texas, enroute to Washinz}y) 
ton from the Maneuvers at Muroc 
Dry Lake, Caliy. On June lst 
he attended the graduation ex- 
ercises at the Air Corps Tac- , 
tical School and addressed 7; 
the graduating class, fol- 
lowing which he mide a 
trip to Milwaukee, Wis. 
On June 12th he at- 
tended the graduation 



















itary Academy, West 
Point, N.Y¥., his son, =f} ah) i 
Charles B. Westover, boing || { ii (A 
—— of the graduating Nl Tee 
class. i ee eS 

Brigadier General Henry H. Arnold, Assistant 
Chief of the Air Corps, attended-the tecent—” 
graduation exercises at West! Point, where, in- 
on aan the 30th Reunion of his class was * 

eld. 

Recent visitors to the Chief's Office were 
Lieut. Colonel Junius W. Jones, Coramanding Of- 
ficer of Chanute Ficld, I1l., during the course 
of a training flight; Major Austin W. Marten- 
stein, from Maxwell Ficld, Ala.; Major Merrick 
G. Estabrook, Jr., from Wright Field, while on 
a navigation flight to Bolling Field; Major Ray 
A. Dunn, from Moxwell Field, while on leave; 
Lieut. Colonel Carl Spatz, from Langley Field, 
during the course of a navigation flight; lst 
Lieut. George W. Mundy, from Barksdale Field, 
La., while on a navigation flight; lst Liout. 
Floyd B. Wood, student at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. , 
while on a navigation rlight; Brigadier General 
Henry C. Pratt and lst Liout. Dwight B.Schannep 
from Maxwell Ficlid, for conference; lst Licuts. 
Robert D. Johnston and George W. Hansen, the 
former from Merch Field and the latter from 
Moxwell Field. 

Colonel William C. McChord returned June 10th 
from leave of absence. 

Captain Francis H. Vanderwerker, of the Judge 
Advocate General's Department, stationed at 
Wright Field, Ohio, arrived June 7th for tamo- 
rary duty. 

Lieut. Colonel Michael F. Davis returned June 
2nd from loave of absence, as did Captain 
Donald F. Stace the following day. 

Major William B. Souza returned June 7th from 
@& navigation Sag or to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Major Karl S. ater departed June 7th on a 
navigation flight to Salt Lake City, Uteh. 

Lieut. Colonel William E. Lynd returned from 
@ navigation flight to the West Coast on June 
5th and left on the 7th on leave of absenco 
prior to reporting for duty as a student at the 
Navel War College, Newport, R.I. 

Captain James B. Jordan returned May 30th 
from a navigation flight to Augusta, Maine. 

Captain James W. Spry returned May 3lst from 
a technical inspection trip. 

Major James A. Mollison d 


C arted June llth on 
a& navigation flight to 


1 Field, Ala. 
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Major Edward M. Powers, from Wright Field, 
Ohio, reported on June lst for temporary duty 
in the Chief's Office. 

Captain Evers Abbey returned from five days' 


‘leave of absence, during the course of which 


he visited the U.S. Military Academy, West 
Point, N.Y., where his son just concluded his 
plebe year with a high standing. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





To Washington, D.C.: Ist Licut. Robert M. 
Losey, for dusy in Office of the Chicf of the 
Air Corps, upon completion of present course of 
instruction at California Institute of Technol- 





| ogy, Pasadena, Calif. 


To Wright Field, Ohio: Major John P. Richter 
from San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas; 
Captain Edward H. White, upyn completion of pre- 
sent course of instruction at Harvard School of 
Business Administration, Cambridge, Mass. 

To San Antonio, Texas: Captain Nathan F. 
Twining, upon completion of present course of 
instruction at Command and Genoral Staff School, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for duty as Air Corps 
Technical Supervisor. Previous orders in his 
case rovoked. 

To Panam Canal Denartment: Major Leonidas 
Koontz, from duty as Executive Officer, Primary 
Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas. 

To Hawaiian Department: lst Lieut. John J. 
Keough, from Chanute Field, Ill. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: 1st Licut. Thomas 
C. Morgan, from Brooks Field, Texas. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: lst Lieut. James 
McK. Thompson, from ¥ort Riley, Kansas, for duty 
as student in 1937-1938 Communications Course at 
Air Corps Technical School. 

Orders Revoked 

Assignment of Ist Lieut. Hilbert F. Muenter, 
Randolph Field, Texas, to duty as student at 
California Institute of Technslogy, Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Extended Active Duty for Reserve Officers 
gna Licut. Leonard =rickson, San francisco, 
Calif., to Fort Lewis, Wash., to June 14,1940, 
end Lieut. Irvine Alfred Rendle, Rawlins, 
Wyo., to March Field, Calif., to June 14,1940. 

2nd Lieut. Jobn Franklin Biggerstaff,Yabasch, 
Ind., to Langiey Field, Va., to June 15, 1939. 

gud Lieut. Lawrence Karl Welch, Belleville, 
Ill., to Post Field, Okla., to May 4, 1940. 

2nd Lieut. Richard Powers Schumacher, Los 
Angeles, now on duty in Hawaii, duty extended 
to June 30, 1939. 

Transfers 


1st Lieut. Charles FY Wheatley, Jr., Cavalry, 
to the Air Corps, April 3, 1937, and to proceed 
from Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to 
Hawaiian Department, for duty with Air Corps. 

gnd Lieut. Charles B. Winkle, Infantry, to the 
Air Corps, April 10, 1937, and to proceed from 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to Panama 
Canal Department for duty with Air Corps. 

2nd Lieut. John G. Benner, Air Corps,: from 
Selfridge Field, Mich., to the Field Artillery, 
a 21, 1937, and to statian at Fort Knox,Ky., 
with 68th Field Artillery (Mechanized). 
V-7369, A.C. 





























PROGRESS ON CONSTRUCTION OF EICKAM FIELD 


An article by Lieut. J.H. Veal, Quartermaster 
Corps, in a recent issue of the Honolulu 
AD ISER, states that approximately one year 
has elapsed since construction activities were 
started at Hickam Field, during which the vil- 
lage of Watertown and Puuloa camp have been 
salvaged, the cane fields destroyed, and a 
great many of the algaroba trees have been cut 
and burned. The area as a whole bears little 
resemblance to its former self. 

Contracts amounting to $2,412,829 have been 
let, covering the following important projects: 
clearing of site, meking core borings, installa- 
tion of 71,000 feet of water line, two and one- 
half miles of railroad, 15 miles of roads, four 
double hangars, dock and boat house, magazines, 
267,000 square yards, or 55 acres of paved 
landing mat, eight miles of sewer line, wing 
operation building, gate house and fence, and a 
radio building. In addition to these projects, 
the Army Signal Corps is installing a complete 
telephone system at a cost of approximately 
$100,000. 

Proposals have been asked for the installa- 
tion of an electric distribution system, the 
construction of additional railroad and roads, 
and the sealing of artesian wells, and contracts 
on these proposals will be let within the next 
30 days. 

The nursery, which was developed to furnish 
the material for landscaping, has established 
gqectsesy 200,000 trees and shrubs, of 

ich about 1,750 have been planted along the 
streets and in parks. 

To date $4,300,000 has been allotted for this 

roject, and it is expected that approximitely 
$3,250,000 more will be available on July lst 
of this year. 

With this money it is plamned to complete that 
portion of the field which will accommdate an 
Air Corps Group, which is one-half of the 
field's ultimete capacity. 

In order to accommodate a Group, the follow- 
ing projects, in addition to those already men- 
tioned, must be completed: a gas distribution 
system, paved aprons and additional landing mat, 
sewage disposal plent, night lighting system, 
gasoline storage system, five barracks build- 
ings, quartermaster warehouse, six field offi- 
cers' quarters, 33 company officers' quarters, 
42 noncommissioned officers’ quarters, addition- 
al grading and the top surface on all roads. 
Plans and specifications for many of these pro- 
jects have already been prepared and will be 
advertised as soon as the money is available. 

It is difficult to estimate the benefits a 
community derives from a large construction pro- 
ject of this nature. However, an idea of the 
large quantity of materials needed, mst of 
which will be purchased through local dealers, 
may be obtained from the following estimate: 

Concrete, 200,000 cubic yards; roads, 20 
miles; sidewalks, 30 miles; roofing, sufficient 
to cover 25 city blocks; pipe line for weter, 
55,000 feet; underground electric cable, 90 
wire miles; lumber, 8,000,000 feet; sewer line, 
75,800 feet. 

Several hundred locel men have had steady em 
ployment for the past year, and at the present 


time there are about 400 directly emloyed, 
with a monthly payroll of over $35}. 000. At the 
peak of construction, it is expected that some 
2,000 men will be directly employed, and the 
monthly payroll will - close to $200,000. 

se Onn 


FLYING TRAINING FOR FILIPINO OFFICERS 


Four young Filipino officers recently left 
on the U.S. Army emieeet GRANT for the 
United States, where they will report at Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, for flying training be- 
er with the July class, viz: Lieuts. 
ustacio D. Orobia, Isidro J. Paredes, Andres 
QO. Cruz and Ramon M. Zosa. 

These officers have had considerable flying 
training in Menile, and it is the belief of 
the U.S. Army Air Corps officers on duty with 
the Philippine Army Air Corps, who have in- 
structed these boys, that they have a very 
good chance of completing the course at 
Randolph Field. All four have over 100 hours 
of flying time, all of which is on the PT-1's. 

This makes a total of six Philippine Army 
Air Corps officers row on duty in the States. 
One graduated from Kelly Field last October 
in Observation Aviation and is now at Chanute 
Field pursuing the course in Communications 
et the Air Corps Technical School. He will 
graduate this June and return to Manila to 
assist in the development of the Philippine 
Army Air Corps. Another one is now at Kelly 
Field, taking Pursuit Aviation, and will grad- 
uate in June, following which he will be sent 
to Selfridge Field, Mich., for two months' 
temporary duty, and then go to Chanute Field 
for a course in Aerial Photography. 

Authority has been obtained from the U.S. 
War Department to send four student fliers to 
Randolph Field in March, 1938, and four in 
March, 1939. Authority has also been obtained 
to send eight enlisted men to Chanute Field 
this fall; cight in the fall of 1938 and eight 
in the fall of 1939. Eight enlisted mon have 
already been graduated from Chamute Field and 
are now on duty with the Philippine Army Air 
Corps. 

If all men sent to the States successfully 
complete the courses, the Philippine Army Air 
Corps will have 32 enlisted graduates from 
Chanute Field and 14 officer graduates from 
the flying schools. The Chief of the Philip- 
pine Army Air Corps, lst Lieut. W.L. Lee, 

Air Corps, expresses the hope that authority 

may be obtained to send all the flying school 
graduates to Chanute Field to pursue courses 
Ae rg after their graduation from Kelly 
ield. 


S We should like 
Me, to hear from 
Wheeler, Patterson, 
. and Pope Fields, 
“= and more often 
AP hi itchel, March, France, 
sex ~ ~“Albrodk, Clark, Nichols, 
Selfridge, Scott, and from National Guard Avia- 
tion activities, as well as Air Corps Reserve 
activities. 
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